
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 27TH JUNE 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 27th June 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer of Approach:    
 

Creator God, 
Out of nothing you created everything. 
 

You called into being our living planet: 
Our home and place of journeying, 
Awesome in its beauty and grandeur, 
Generous in providing for your creatures. 
WE THANK YOU, CREATOR GOD,  
FOR THE WORLD. 
 

You called into being humankind, in your image, 
Man and woman, to be loved and to show love. 
You breathed into us the breath of life, 
And you gave us a reason for living. 
WE THANK YOU, CREATOR GOD,  
FOR HUMANKIND. 
 

You called into being prophets of your word, 
To call us back to your loving way of living; 
For although we reject and betray you, 
You remain faithful. 
We thank you, Creator God,  
for your steadfast love. 
 

You came as the eternal Word, in Christ. 
When we remained sinfully deaf to your call, 
He died and rose again to make us see 
The triumphant and transforming  
power of love. 
WE THANK YOU, CREATOR GOD,  
FOR MAKING US A NEW CREATION. AMEN. 

 

Reading: (see opposite)  
 

Address: ‘A Bellyful of Thanks’  
 

I may have just reached 47, and needing Zoom’s 
maximum appearance touch-up capabilities now, 
but I still do my birthday ‘thank-yous’ for gifts or 
money or vouchers as I have always done.  I 
remember as a young child, two (to me) 
phenomenally elderly Welsh relatives would give 

my brother and I the most horrific chocolate bars with fruit filling, 
which we hated and thought was disgusting!  Looking back, I don’t 
know how my miniature self, managed to smile so dishonestly, 
thanking the relative for something which was basically inedible!    

Reading:  Jonah 2 ‘A Psalm of Thanksgiving’ 
 

1 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God 
from the belly of the fish, 2 saying, 

 

‘I called to the Lord out of my distress, 
    and he answered me; 

out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
    and you heard my voice. 

 
3 You cast me into the deep, 
    into the heart of the seas, 

    and the flood surrounded me; 
all your waves and your billows 

    passed over me. 
 

4 Then I said, “I am driven away from  
your sight; how shall I look again  

    upon your holy temple?” 
5 The waters closed in over me; 

    the deep surrounded me; 
weeds were wrapped around my head 

6  at the roots of the mountains. 
I went down to the land 

    whose bars closed upon me for ever; 
yet you brought up my life from the Pit, 

    O Lord my God. 
 

7 As my life was ebbing away, 
    I remembered the Lord; 

and my prayer came to you, 
    into your holy temple. 

8 Those who worship vain idols 
    forsake their true loyalty. 

 
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

    will sacrifice to you; 
what I have vowed I will pay. 

    Deliverance belongs to the Lord!’ 
 

10 Then the Lord spoke to the fish, and it 
spewed Jonah out upon the dry land. 



Thanksgiving in Times of Prosperity 
 

When things are going well, it’s probably easier to give thanks: for the summer sun shining; for 
fabulous birthday presents which are just what you’ve always wanted; when you’re healthy and 
well; when you’ve just got an ‘A’ in the Maths test.  When all is well with the world…prayers of 
thanksgiving may come a little easier to our lips.  We might of course, be so wrapped up in the 
good things that we forget that ALL things come from God, and that we should thank God – not 
because he needs it for God’s self-esteem – but because it’s right that we do.  
 

Maybe it’s easier to give thanks for things when life is going well.  But how do we give thanks 
when life is hard or full of sorrow? 
 

Thanksgiving in Times of Adversity 
 

Thinking of inedible things this morning (as well as ropey chocolate), 
Jonah comes to mind.  The fish vomits Jonah out onto the beach, 
immediately after this Thanksgiving.  Is it a prayer?  Is it a poem?  Probably 
‘psalm’ is the best way to describe it.   It’s rather beautiful though, and I 
think Jonah can give us a few tips on thanksgiving.  He prays ‘I with the 
voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will 
pay. Deliverance belongs to the Lord!’ (2:9).  And note he does this from 
the belly of the fish too.  I like the way in this remarkable story the 

thanksgiving comes actually in the depths of potential disaster.   
 

Did you see in the news recently an American lobster-diver called Michael Packard earlier this 
month was working about 45 feet down when a humpback whale opened its mouth to feed, and 
took him into its mouth?  It then ejected him about thirty, terrifying seconds later.  I watched the 
interview online and of course he was full of gratitude – to his workmates who saved him and 
hospital workers who treated him 1.  This came afterwards of course – who would have expected 
him to give thanks while in the middle of complete terror and assuming that his end was 
moments away?   
 

How do we give thanks from the belly of a whale, as it were?  When we’re grieving, or sick, or 
watching someone close to us suffer?  Surely thanks is the last prayer on our lips?  Aren’t we more 
likely to feel resentment than grateful?  
 

Seeing God in All Times and in All Things 
 

I do think it is possible, though, to find glimpses of hope, or life, and love, even in the darkest 
places; to detect the presence of God in moments which might be the hardest for us to endure.   
Whether it’s in the bedside vigil of a loved one; whether it’s an intensive care nurse going above 
and beyond to support someone in pain; whether it’s the relief of suffering coming to an end, 
and knowing that a person was held in God’s love throughout.  Knowing in our heart of hearts 
that we are not alone, and that God is never only there when all is well but in every moment – that 
will not just sustain us in difficulty, but may even enable us to thank God for his grace.  
 

I’m not saying it should always be easy to give thanks. And I’m not suggesting either that we 
approach life’s stresses and traumas with inane optimism…but rather a deeper sense that God’s 
love is present.  Recognizing that the love of God can be with us at our most vulnerable moments.  
And if we can find moments to live in a spirit of thanksgiving to God, then it will help us avoid a 
faith which is strong when life is good, prosperous, and everything is going swimmingly, but 
which then cracks under pressure when life throws difficult things our way – and we start to sink.  



 

Jonah’s an odd one really.  For him, it’s thanksgiving for survival – being cast into the deep and 
rescued.  Sheol was Hades, a place of the dead, and in Hebrew thought often thought of as 
watery depths, or even below the sea floor.  It was as if Jonah had one foot in Sheol before being 
saved.  For Jonah, there is thankfulness for the mercy of God even in this moment.  (However, I 
wouldn’t take Jonah as a perfect model…don’t forget that after giving thanks for God’s mercy 
and deliverance in Chapter Two, five minutes later he’s desperately disappointed at God showing 
mercy to the people of Nineveh!  The gracious chap would much rather God would wipe them all 
of the face of the earth!). 
 

Thanks for Today 
 

This Sunday is our Gift Day and all the gifts we gather are symbols of Thanksgiving – recognizing 
that all we have, including the life in our bodies, the air we breathe and everything we own or 
possess is ultimately God’s.  And today we also give thanks for our Daily Devotions – all 463 of 
them, and for music in worship – with all the limitations in that for us today!  I’ll leave the last 
word to a Paul who knew joy, sorrow, and everything in between – and who could still urge the 
Christian people to:    
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   
 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
 

Prayers for God’s World and The Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Generous and gracious God, you pour enough of all for all, 
and all your love is given that all may know your love. 
We pray together for our world, in which such generous gifts are 
meanly kept by some from others, and ask to share your heart, 
that our poverty of spirit may be cured, and that your abundant love, 
may flood throughout the world. 
 

We pray for the poor in every land, poor in resources and poor in spirit.  (Silence.) 
The Lord hears our prayer.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
We pray for those caught up in violence and war.  (Silence.) 
The Lord hears our prayer.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
We pray for those known to us who have particular needs.  (Silence.) 
The Lord hears our prayer.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
We pray for our church as it seeks to live and speak of the good news you gave.  (Silence.)  
The Lord hears our prayer.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Lord Jesus, you hear our prayers, and welcome our concern. 
You invite us to share in your work of changing the world. 
Give us generous hearts that we may work, and pray, and live to your praise and glory.  AMEN. 
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME.  YOUR KINGDOM COME… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  AMEN. 
 
 

1 - www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-57450685. Prayers adapted from © 2002-2021, ROOTS for Churches Ltd.   
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