
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 20TH JUNE 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 20th June 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Gathering Words:  from Psalm 23  
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  3 He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

A Prayer of Praise and A Prayer of Confession:    
 

We have come together in the presence of almighty God and of the whole company of heaven 
to offer to him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to 
make confession of our sins; to pray, for others as well as for ourselves.  
 

May we know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth in our lives the fruits of 
his grace.  In a moment’s silence we remember all the ways we have sinned and let God down 
in the past days.  
 

Into your presence we come, Father God, mindful of our own failings; our thoughts, words 
and actions that have shown nothing of your love.  We ask your forgiveness, loving Father.  
To all who repent and believe: God grants the forgiveness of our sins.   
THANKS BE TO GOD.  AMEN.  

 

Reading:  Mark 4: 35-41  
 

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 
36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 
boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the 
boat was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 He woke up 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then 
the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, 
“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled 
with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 

Address: ‘Company in the Storm’ 
 

Before I went on my first ever Mediterranean cruise, I remember everybody laughing when I 
asked if you could see both sides from the middle.  You’ll gather geography wasn’t my strongest 
point!  The Mediterranean Sea is nearly 1000 miles at its widest point, and at its longest well over 
2000 miles.  So no, you can’t see the sides from the middle and it was there, in the middle, that 
we encountered a fierce storm with howling winds, wild seas and spectacular thunder and 
lightning. Despite the fact that we were on a liner, not a small fishing boat, it was still pretty scary! 
 

The Sea of Galilee is just 13 miles long by 8 miles wide, nothing like as large as the Med, but still 



dangerous when a fierce storm blows up out of nowhere.  It’s about 700 feet below sea level and 
surrounded by mountains.  When cold air comes over the tops of the mountains and mixes with 
the warm air over the lake you get storms, fierce storms, and they can develop in minutes.  In the 
gospel story, the disciples thought they were about to perish in the tempest and we should trust 
their judgment.  After all they fished for a living and were used to seas and storms.  This must 
have been particularly fierce for them to fear for their lives, it was no common storm. 
 

Some of the lessons in this story are obvious. Jesus has power over the storms of life, he 
experiences them alongside us, he loves us, saves us from ourselves, and wants us to trust him 
more than we do.  A lesson that might not be so obvious is that the storms don’t worry Jesus. 
He’s right there with us during them, but he’s perfectly calm about them.  He’s not terrified; he 
isn’t impatient; he isn’t worried.  He is placidly confident – in fact, he’s so calm in this storm that 
he’s asleep.  On a cushion. 
 

Storms of all sorts can blow up in our lives from nowhere – that’s the way life is.  One moment 
everything’s fine and the next moment a gale is blowing our world apart.  All it takes is bad news 
from the doctor, or a redundancy slip at work, or a moment’s inattention while out driving.  
During the pandemic it could even be sitting next to the wrong person on a bus.  They all test our 
faith and our trust in God.  If I’m honest, I do sometimes wonder what Jesus is doing about things.  
Don’t you ever think that it looks as if God is sleeping and ignoring the situation that has 
“swamped” you and threatens to drown you?  The disciples could see Jesus lying there asleep in 
the boat while the storm raged.  We don’t have the luxury of actually seeing him – we believe 
he’s there, yes, but often he seems just as asleep as he was during that storm on the Galilean Sea.  
We’re tempted to ask ourselves whether he even knows about our troubles; whether he cares? 
 

Well, of course he knows and cares and in our better moments we’re sure of that.  In the words 
of the Psalm 23, even when Jesus leads us “through the valley of the shadow of death”, we 
should fear no evil, because he is with us.  We can rest in faith too during any storm because Jesus 
is on board with us.  The thing is that Jesus was just as much in control, and the disciples were 
just as safe in his hands, while he was asleep as while he was awake.  And so are we.  We can take 
heart in knowing that Jesus isn’t scared of storms, and he isn’t depressed.  We can let his 
calmness give us courage and strength and peace in our troubles. 
 

And if we do shout out, “Lord, don’t you care that we are perishing?” and are rebuked with Jesus’ 
words, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”, we need to pray, like the father of 
the boy with convulsions, “I believe.  Help my unbelief” or in some translations, “Help me where 
faith falls short.”  But we’re in good company. If the disciples – Jesus’ closest companions, with 
all the advantages they enjoyed seeing and hearing Jesus up close – if they couldn’t put it all 
together, why should we expect ourselves to do any better?  Jesus didn’t give up on them and 
he won’t give up on us.  He came to save all of God’s children and to show the love of God in the 
world.  That love was demonstrated at its highest and greatest when he died on the Cross for our 
sake.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Prayers: Be still and in the quiet, pray for God’s presence to be with us in every storm we, or our 
friends, or our world, faces.  OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR… 
 

Blessing:  Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and 
encouraging us in our meeting together.  Take us and use us to love and serve you, and all 
people, in the power of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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