
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 13TH JUNE 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 13th June 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Gathering Prayer:    
 

We come together, yet in our own homes, to worship our Lord God, to study his word and 
bring to him all that concerns us. We come to God our Father, to his Son Jesus our Saviour and  
to the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.  Father, Son, Spirit – our triune God.   We worship you.  AMEN. 

 

Prayer of Praise:    
 

God of grace and growth, you have called us to plant the seeds of your kingdom in the fields of 
your world, and to trust you for their developing and flourishing – AND SO WE PRAISE YOU.  
For the abundance of your creativity – WE PRAISE YOU. 
For the transforming nature of your Spirit – WE PRAISE YOU. 
For the power of small beginnings – WE PRAISE YOU.  
For the mystery of hidden growth – WE PRAISE YOU. 
And for the harvest we are invited to delight in – WE PRAISE YOU.  AMEN. 

 

Prayer of Confession and the Lord’s Prayer:    
 

For our foolishness and our thoughtless use of the gifts of your 
creation…Lord, have mercy, LORD HAVE MERCY. 
 

For our neglect of you and our failure to care for others… 
Christ have mercy, CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 

For our selfishness in prayer and our carelessness in worship… 
Lord, have mercy, LORD HAVE MERCY. 
 

In the quiet let us talk to our loving God about this week. 
 

Here is good news for all who put their trust in Christ.  Jesus says: “Your sins are forgiven”. 
AMEN. THANKS BE TO GOD.  OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR… 

 

Reading:  Mark 4: 26-34 ‘Seed Parables’  
 

26 Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27 and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.’  30 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’  33 With 
many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he did not speak 
to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

Address: ‘From Small Beginnings’ 
 

Prayers: be still and in the quiet, pray for God’s Spirit to be at work in all in need in our world.  
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘From Small Beginnings’ 
 

When I read these two parables they reminded me of the saying: “Great oaks from little acorns 
grow” and that made me think of the National Trust.   It started in 1895 by Octavia Hill, Sir Robert 
Hunter and Canon Hardwick Rawnsley.  The following year they saved their first building, the 
Alfriston Clergy House, for £10.  According to their website there are now over 5.6 million 
members – more than the entire population of Finland – and protect over 500 places.  
 

We can easily relate to Jesus’ parables when he talks about the natural world, even if the seeds 
are mustard seeds and the trees Cedars of Lebanon which his hears would have known better. 
But many of them also knew their Scriptures, where such illustrations had been used for 
hundreds, if not thousands of years.  So when Jesus talked about the mustard seed as being the 
smallest seed we might object but in their tradition it was always seen as the smallest thing.  And 
a tree was used as a picture of an enormous empire with nations within that empire depicted as 
birds nesting in its branches.  So while we just see a story about natural growth those first hearers 
heard far more and we need to interpret the parables as not just stories about nature, as some 
in the crowd did but as stories with deeper meanings, which Jesus explained to his disciples.  We 
need to ask the Holy Spirit to give us that deeper insight into these two parables: to think of the 
seed as the kingdom of God – God’s will being done on earth.  God’s purpose unfolding – as we 
pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. 
 

Like the little seed, God’s kingdom began small with Jesus and his friends and grew gradually 
during his three years of preaching, teaching and healing.  By the time of Jesus’ ascension, but 
before the coming of the Holy Spirit, we read in Acts there are 120 believers. Then the Holy Spirit 
comes at Pentecost and Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, preaches what we think of as the first 
sermon and, at the end 3,000 had been added to their number.  We are used to hearing how the 
Covid virus spreads so quickly so perhaps from 120 to 3,000 in a few hours should not surprise us!  
The church, as we can now call it, grows from then on – slowly but, like the seed, continuing to 
grow.  It had a life force in it – the Holy Spirit.  Just as a little plant will push even through asphalt 
so the life force of the church will push on through the barriers in its way.  We think of the growth 
of the church in Communist and Islamic countries – the church under persecution but, instead of 
withering, it grows and perhaps puts us to shame where indifference rather than persecution is 
our barrier. 
 

In the second parable the seed has become a big tree and remembering big trees mean empires, 
the church has now grown into an enormous empire.  We may not be alike in our worship, our 
music, our customs but we all look to Jesus as our Lord and Saviour – the foundation of our faith 
and our lives.  We so often think the church is small, numbers decreasing, influence waning but 
the picture in Jesus’ parable should make us rethink and rejoice as God’s word and God’s will is 
shown in believers all over the world.  A small start but a big empire now and growing until the 
harvest when Jesus will return with joy and judgement.  Parables are designed to make us think, 
to change our thought patterns, to use our understanding and to take warning and delight.  
 

Just as the church worldwide grows as God’s purposes are working out, so on a smaller scale our 
faith can, nourished by the Holy Spirit.  Think back to when you first heard about Jesus and how 
over the years your seed of faith has grown.  As it happened to us so our aim as we move into a 
new building, is that others will come to faith in Jesus.  Like the farmer, like the first disciples, we 
need to plant the seeds of knowledge about Jesus’ saving love so the Holy Spirit can nourish that 
seed so more and more people can come to trust in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, can enter 
God’s kingdom here on earth.  Perhaps let’s not wait for the new building, but start now!   Amen.   


