
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 6TH JUNE 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 6th June 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer of Approach:    
 

Loving God, you are faithful and forgiving: help us now to grasp the greatness of your love. 
Help us to pray honestly as we make our confession and seek your forgiveness. 
Where we have failed to love, and have loved to hurt: FORGIVE US, AND HEAL US. 
Where we have scorned difference and have been indifferent to those in need:  
FORGIVE US, AND HEAL US.  Where we have spoken harsh words to others,  
and have been quick to take offence ourselves: FORGIVE US, AND HEAL US. 
Where we have prayed and sung about injustice,  
and have ignored the injustice around us: FORGIVE US, AND HEAL US. 
Merciful God, unlike us, you are true to your word.  When we cry to you in repentance and  
sorrow, you hear our cries and are swift to forgive. For your faithful love we praise you.  AMEN.     

 

Reading:  Genesis 6:5-8 ‘The Wickedness of Humankind’ 
 

5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry 
that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the Lord said, ‘I 
will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created – people together with animals 
and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.’ 8 But Noah found 
favour in the sight of the Lord.  [And then the story goes…from left to right] 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reading:  Genesis 8:20-22 ‘God’s Promise to Noah’ 
 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, 
and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelt the pleasing odour, 
the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living 
creature as I have done.  22 As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.’ 
 

Address: ‘Heart to Heart’ 
 

Prayers for God’s World and The Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Reflect in prayer on the ways in which we so often do not reflect God’s intention in our world: 
places where war, violence, abuse of environment and injustice continue.  Pray for hope to be in 
every human heart, that change may be near which is rooted in faithfulness to God and love for 
one another.  Pray that God’s Kingdom may come, and God’s will be done.  OUR FATHER… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘Heart to Heart’ 
 

Before I say anything about this piece of Genesis, I want to suggest two unhelpful ways of 
approaching Noah, ark, flood and rainbow.  The first is to say that this is an absolute bona fide 
historically accurate event.  Hmmm, for me that’s a stretch.  In 2010 the National Geographic 
reported that explorers had visited a mountain in Turkey finding some old wood.  When 
interviewed one of them said: “It's not 100% that it is Noah's ark, but we think it is 99.9% that this 
is it!” 1.  Hmmm I’d probably not go as far as 99.9%!  The second unhelpful way to approach all this 
is just to say that it’s all just a made-up, irrelevant myth.  By far the best way I’ve come across is 
Walter Brueggemann’s suggestion – to treat this as proclamation.  This story says something 
about the nature of God, about God’s creation – us – and what God does when things go wrong.    
 

To start with – it’s all gone very wrong.  In Genesis 1:31 ‘God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good’.  Oh dear…by 6:7 God wants to blot out and destroy everything.  The 
writer of Genesis gives us a glimpse into the very heart of God.  God is ‘grieved to his heart’.  
Actually, you could argue God could (should?) click God’s fingers and just uncreate what he had 
made – really blot it all out.  Instead, we get the sense of God as being less like an angry dictator 
and more like a troubled parent.  The hearts of humankind are full of wickedness and evil; the 
heart of God is grieving and distressed.  This is the first heart-to-heart in the Bible, no doubt.  In 
this moment these hearts come together – humanity’s full of sin and God’s full of sorrow. 
 

For me, this is really an important glimpse into what God is like.  God is love, God is good – so God 
can’t just overlook the wickedness of humankind; can’t just ignore war, violence, selfishness, 
greed, injustice.  This proclamation is nothing if not a warning.  But neither does creation 
disappear in a puff of smoke either.  God in Genesis is not inflexible and static…here God hurts, 
God responds, and God chooses to stay with the creation he has made.  I don’t know about you 
but for me the flood waters are already receding a little.  And actually rather than getting caught 
up in how do you manage to get two of everything into something that wouldn’t even block the 
Suez canal, instead we start to learn something fundamental about God.  God is creator, God is 
grieved at the sin we – you and I – commit – but God enters into the pain and fractured nature of 
the world.  
 
I’m of an age where I remember Mr. Benn with great fondness – the 1980s re-runs before you ask 
– the man whose trips to the costume shop result in an outfit going on and a magical adventure.  
Do you remember how the shopkeeper suddenly appeared at the end?  This is a bit like Noah in 
6:8!  God is about to wipe everything out…and whoosh, Noah appears out of nowhere!  I’ve 
skipped the middle of the story, but we know that Noah is a model of faith.  For him, God is 
Creator, to be listened to, to follow.  He obeys all that God tells him to do…even in the world of 
wickedness and distance from God, this story shows us faithfulness can still survive.  A new 
humanity is possible – because God makes it possible.  The grief of God and this new, faithful 
individual show us what happens when people listen and respond to God’s call on us.  We are 
never forced, coerced into love, forgiveness, acts of charity…we are invited to by God. 
 

I had to include the end of this story too today.  Did you notice that creation is still not quite back 
at the heights of at 1:31?  Humanity is still capable of wickedness and evil, and would far rather 
listen to our own gods – selfishness, greed, indifference to others.  BUT (8:22), humanity’s hope 
rests on God and God alone – for he will not let us go and will never stop loving us.  Next time 
you’re in Turkey you could desperately search for pieces of the ark if you want to.  Maybe it would 
be better to seek out the heart of God in your life – for you can be sure that wherever you are, 
God is there with you, ready to bring hope and love.   


