
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 23RD MAY 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 23rd May 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer of Praise:    
 

Welcome, Holy Spirit,  WE CELEBRATE YOUR PRESENCE.  
Welcome, Comforter,  TOUCH OUR SOULS WITH YOUR PEACE. 
Welcome, Awakener,  TOUCH OUR SOULS WITH YOUR LIFE. 
Welcome, Disturber, TOUCH OUR SOULS WITH YOUR TRUTH. 
 

Spirit of Wisdom, you waken us to the truth of God; 
fan the fire of holy love, teach us the best way, and comfort us – in distress or failure. 
MAY OUR WORSHIP HONOUR YOUR PRESENCE AMONG US.  AMEN. 

 

Reading:  Acts 2:1-13 ‘The Coming of the Holy Spirit’ 
 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?    
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 

Address: ‘Changed into One’  
 

I’m not the world’s biggest tennis fan (a brave thing to admit if you live in Eastbourne)  
and I only keep half an eye on tennis results and news: Wimbledon, what Andy Murray is  
up to, that sort of thing.  But I did pay attention this week to the women’s WTA Emilia-Romagna 
Open.  Why the sudden interest?  Well, Serena Williams made a very profound statement.  After 
being given a time violation for delaying her serve in gusty conditions, she told the umpire: “I'm 
just saying that wind blows and there is nothing I can do about that!  I can't control God, talk to 
him!” 1.  I don’t know if she knew it’s Pentecost, but Serena Williams has hit the nail on the head…I 
think as famous Williams go, Serena has just overtaken Rowan theologically! 
 

There is something deeply forceful about Pentecost – that emanates from God and God alone.  
There’s a ‘rush of violent wind’; ‘suddenly’ something happens – there’s fire, noise and wind 
which fills the whole house.  What’s the outcome?  People ‘amazed’, ‘perplexed’, ‘astonished’.   
At Monday Prayers we looked at different images for the Spirit – examples such as light, water, 
a dove often suggest peace or tranquillity.  I believe certainly that God’s Spirit indeed brings all 
these things to us, and goodness knows we need God’s peace – but we shouldn’t forget that 
God’s Spirit may also amaze, perplex, and shake up.  There’s fire and gusts too. 
 

When we get a little too cosy, a little too comfortable, complacent even, God’s Spirit can be right 
there to wake us up, shake us up even.  That means we must not hear of rockets and mortars in 



Jerusalem and Gaza, and just turn off the TV or wait for the weather at the end with a sigh.  It 
means we must not look at our own vaccination figures, self-congratulate, and then accept the 
inequalities which exist globally.  The WHO says: “A global pandemic requires a world effort to end 
it – none of us will be safe until everyone is safe” 2.  God’s Spirit may soothe and calm us in sadness 
or grief or anger…but may also fire us up to see the world through Jesus’ eyes.  Pope Francis 
wrote: “We want the Holy Spirit to doze off…we want to domesticate the Holy Spirit. And that's 
no good…he is that wind which comes and goes and you don't know where.” 3.  Amen to that! 
 

One of my favourite things about this Pentecost passage is the bit about languages and 
understanding, the diversity and the difference becoming one.  This really matters to the writer 
of Acts (Luke), because he emphasises it again and again.  Red = diversity, Blue = Unity: 
 

 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were ALL TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE. 
 3 DIVIDED tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on EACH OF THEM. 
 5 Now there were devout Jews FROM EVERY NATION under heaven LIVING IN JERUSALEM. 
 8 And how is it that WE HEAR, each of us, in OUR OWN NATIVE LANGUAGE? 

 

Amazing, isn’t it?  The Spirit of God may be challenging and forceful, but is immediately at work 
bringing people together.  Different people, too – people of different languages, traditions, 
nations, and all received.  Maybe that’s a good message to us.  When we pray for peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians, between Unionists and Republicans in Northern Ireland, between the 
military and protestors in Myanmar, it’s a strong Spirit we need.  Peace, yes, but probably through 
enormous effort, hard work, compromise, and possibly the hardest thing of all – forgiveness.  the 
more complicated the conflict the more complicated the peace needed.   
 

This piece of Pentecost in Acts reminds us that God is continually a work bringing people 
together.  One of the questions for many of the grant applications we’ve done is: is it ecumenical?  
I rather like that (and not just because it means we’ve qualified to apply).  It means that 
importance is placed on unity, collaboration, coming together: it may not be easy, it may take 
hard work, effort, give and take and all the rest.  May God’s Spirit of comfort and strength, of 
peace and power, make all this possible in our global community, across churches and faiths, and 
may it be so in our relationships and friendships.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: try praying aloud some of our ‘Emmanuel’ languages. MANY VOICES, ONE PRAYER.   
 

Our Father, Du Bist im Himmel who art in heaven (GERMAN), sancteiddier dy enw hallowed be 

thy Name (WELSH), Ukufwaya kwenu kucitwe thy Kingdom come; thy will be done (BEMBA); 

ကကောင််းကငဘ် ုံ၌ပြညဲ့စ် ုံသက ဲ့သ ုံ ဲ့ကပြေကက ်းကြေါ်ြေ ောပြညဲ့စ် ုံြါကစကသ on earth, as it is in heaven (BURMESE). 

Geef ons heden ons dagelijks brood, Give us this day our daily bread (DUTCH), En vergeef ons 

ons skulde, and forgive us our trespasses (AFRIKAANS), as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. И не введи нас в искушение, Но избавь нас от лукавого.  And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil (RUSSIAN). Na yu de rul de wol, na yu get pawa, For thine is 

the kingdom (KRIO), Namandla engawakho, nobungcwalisa bubobakho, the power, and the 

glory (XHOSA), for ever and ever.  Amen.    
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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