
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 16TH MAY 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 16th May 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer of Praise:    
 

O God, you are our rock and our fortress: for the sake of your name, lead and guide us. 
Jesus, our Way, our Truth and our Life: for the sake of your name, lead and guide us. 
Spirit of God, our inspiration and our comforter: lead and guide us as we worship. 
 

O Lord our God, we bless and praise you for the life you lived.  We praise and adore you 
for the truth you teach.  We praise and adore you for the way you call us to follow. 
O Lord our God, we bless and praise you.  Amen. 
 

Reading:  John 14:1-14 ‘Jesus the Way to the Father’ 
 

1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.’ 
 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, 
‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it. 

 

Address: ‘Going Home – Jesus is the Way’  
 

Ever since the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden after they had rejected His 
sovereignty, God has constantly fought for his people to come home to him. The homecoming 
that Jesus talked about in our passage today, retells this often-told love story of God for his 
people.   
 

Sensing his friends were disturbed by his revelations of his impending death and departure, 
Jesus sought to reassure them that everything was alright.  In this passage Jesus tells us not to 
let our hearts be troubled, trust in God and also in him (v1).  This beautiful verse is far from a 
rushed ‘there, there’ but rather the guardian of our hearts tells us that; God can be trusted and 
so can he. God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit has got us in the palms of his hands.  We can all move 
forward into an uncertain future knowing that God and Jesus can be trusted and also as we 
reach out to the community around each one of us, wherever we live, whoever we are can bring 
this wonderful message of hope: 
 

 “there’s plenty of room for you in my Father’s house”, (come home with me!) 
  “I am going to prepare a place for you …. (a special place of home just for you) 



 I will come back and get you….  (I will do all that it takes to take you home) 
  I will take you there…. (and I will personally take you there) 
  And …you know where that is…” (in your hearts)                                           (verses 2, 3 and 4) 
 

In verse 5, my hero, Thomas the doubter, asks the question probably everyone was wanting to 
ask but were probably too scared to ask. The question that simply speaks for us all; ‘Lord we 
don’t know where you are going, so how are we going to get there?’.  Simply put “no we don’t 
know the way, please tell us Lord” and without Thomas’ question maybe we would have never 
heard one of the most famous of Jesus’ words in verse 6: 
  

 “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.”  
 

In the rest of our passage (verses 7-14) Jesus explains to his friends that if anyone had seen him 
they have in fact seen the Father.  By understanding this shocking revelation, (He is part of the 
Godhead) they and we see, through these wonderful words, that there is simply no other way 
to know God than through a personal relationship with Jesus; not by living by laws or attending 
church or by being a good person or by living a certain lifestyle but by simply knowing Jesus 
Christ as Lord of your life.  
 

I have found that one of the best ways of getting to know Jesus better was by joining a 
discipleship group, where together you can build one another up in the faith.  As a next step can 
I really encourage you to grasp the opportunity of joining such a group. (details of any such 
groups will follow soon.) 
 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus Christ, Lord of my life please lead me in your ways so that I can be more like 
you and know your peace and strength in every aspect of my life. Help me to surrender the 
control of my life into your hands, trusting that you will guard my heart. Help ‘me’ become ‘us’ 
as we help each other to get to know you better. We ask these things in the wonderful name 
of Jesus Christ, Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Prepare for us a place where hearts can dwell in peace, where souls can find their rest,  
where bodies can heal their wounds. 
Prepare for us a place where longings are fulfilled,  
where hunger is satisfied, where thirst is quenched.  
Prepare for us a place where wrongs are set right,  
where injustice finds an end, where hatred finds no victim. 
Prepare for us a place where lands smell of Eden,  
where rivers run free, where fruit grows in plenty. 
Prepare for us a home, a paradise, a Kingdom.  Prepare for us a place where God is:  
the loving Creator, the passionate Son, the life-giving Spirit, and lead us there. 
 

Prepare in us a place where love can grow, where visions can flourish, where hope can spring. 
Prepare in us a place where truth is lived, where justice matters, where good triumphs. 
Prepare in us a place a home, a paradise, a seed of the Kingdom. 
Prepare in us a place where God is:  
the loving Creator, the passionate Son, the life-giving Spirit, and lead us in your way.  Amen. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come; your will be done… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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