
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 9TH MAY 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 9th May 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer of Praise:    
 

God of all families and all nations, we give thanks that even when we are separated  
from friends and family we are still held together by love; love that unites us into one; 
So help us, dear Lord, to cherish that gift, and to celebrate the even greater gift that is the 
love that you have for us all.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 

Prayer of Confession:  for the beginning of Christian Aid Week 
 

Lord of life,  
For the beauty of the Earth – desecrated by pollution, extinguished by forest fires, 
choked by plastic waste…Christ, our God, to you we plead forgive us for systemic greed.  
 

For the urgency of this hour, ignored by apathy or procrastination, 
wasted by ineffective decisions, denied by economic interests. 
Christ, our God and Saviour, forgive us for selfish, short-term behaviour. 
  

For the joy of human love – fractured by forced migration, crushed by bereavement, 
lost to typhoons, floods, starvation, spoiled by petty differences… 
Christ, our God, bringer of justice forgive us for all that we do that causes harm to others. 
 

(Take a moment to pause and be still before the following assurance of forgiveness…) 
 

God has forgiven us. Jesus has blessed us. GOD’S SPIRIT WILL HELP US TO GROW IN LOVE. AMEN. 
 

Reading:  John 15:9-17 ‘Living in the Love of Christ’ 
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. 
 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 

Address: ‘An Unbroken, Everlasting Chain of Love’ 
 

This piece of the Fourth Gospel comes in the same chapter as Jesus’ famous 
saying that “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5).  These words  
follow immediately afterwards, and put a bit of flesh on the bones – or maybe a  
better metaphor would be ‘a few leaves on the tree’! The metaphor of stem, vine, branches,  
fruit continues in these verses too, and carries all that Jesus wants to teach about love. 
 

There seems to be consistent pattern of love, which has its origins in, and emanates from, God.  
The love of God which brought all things into being, created in an act of sheer grace all humanity, 
gave us freedom to worship or to ignore, and brought love into being which is at the heart of 
every good human quality.  This same love is seen in the life, devotion, and ultimately self-sacrifice 
of Jesus.  And did you notice the chain of love which is apparent to in these verses?  The Father 



loves Jesus (v.9); Jesus loves the disciples (v.9, 12); they must love one another (v.17).  The love 
of God is not something which stopped with the Resurrection of Jesus, nor with the Ascension 
(this Thursday, as it happens).  The love of God is here to stay in the disciples of Jesus Christ.  
When they love one another, it’s maintaining that unbroken chain of love: from Father, to Son, 
to Followers.  
 

That image of an unbroken chain of love is very fitting for us today – and it’s right that we see 
ourselves as disciples of Jesus Christ when we hear these words.  So the love we share is not us 
being randomly nice to each other just because we like being nice from time to time, but goes 
much deeper: it’s rooted in the love that the Father has for the Son, and the Son for Us.  This love 
is present when we ring someone for no reason other than to see how they are; it’s love that 
opens our heart to pray for our world and all in need; it’s love which prompts our giving; it’s the 
love that makes us seek someone else’s good, rather than our own.  When we held prayers on 
the building site on Friday, we finished by saying the words of the Grace – and what a shame we 
couldn’t hold hands while doing so!  Yet even if so many physical connections at the moment are 
broken, that chain of love from God continues to bind us together. 
 

I’ll bet every one of us at some time or another has accidentally let food go off, forgetting 
the date on it, or found a bowl of something hiding at the back of the fridge which is about 
to sprout arms and legs and make its own way out.  I remember opening my golf bag 
one year and finding a banana in it which had reached a truly spectacular state.  I didn’t 
so much take it out of the bag, as pour it out.   I’ll stop there…  
 

Jesus said: “You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.” (v.16).  In these 
few verses he makes it clear that the chain of love from Father to Son to Follower is not only an 
unbroken one, but an everlasting one.  In our Congregational Meeting and in each of the reports 
which are going to be in the Magazine next time, we can give God thanks for the way in which 
we can share in his love now.  For all the newness of being effectively one new church, with a 
new home, what we’re really doing is continuing an unending flow of love that began with four 
churches years ago who believed that the doors of our churches should not be closed for one 
last time and the work of God left to others.  Because the love of God needed to be expressed by 
us, shared by us, in the way we do as Meth and URC people – and for a long, long time to come 
too!  The fruit we have will last – not because of the building (though we’ll be warmer, safer, drier, 
and a hundred other things!) – but because God’s love in and through us will endure as long as 
we have work God calls us to do.   
 

So what begins with the Father, goes to Son to the Twelve…and then to you and me, here and 
now, in 2021.  So… “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures for ever!”  
(Psalm 107:1). 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

This Sunday pray for those who share God’s love in the world: churches in Eastbourne and further 
afield; charities who campaign for justice and peace, who feed people who are hungry and welcome 
refugees and asylum seekers.  Pray for all those in need in India, in Brazil, in Myanmar, Yemen, and in 
the Middle East.  May God’s love be seen at the heart of all the work undertaken for good. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come; your will be done… 
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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