
EMMANUEL CHURCH – EASTER 5 WORSHIP – 2ND MAY 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 2nd May 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Prayer:    
 

Lord Jesus we come to you this morning not as individuals  
but as your whole people to worship you.  Help us to be aware of 
each other as an unbroken circle stretching right round this church.  
 

May we in spirit, hands joined, look to you the centre of our circle  
and feel your love pulsing through us to reach out to our neighbours 
about us.  Help us to worship you today not selfishly and individually, but with a deep 
awareness of each other.  Amen.  

 

Reading:  John 21: 1-12a ‘BBQs on the Beach’  
  

1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon 
Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ 6 He 
said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8 But the other disciples came in 
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 
 
9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus 
said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ 11 So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’  

 

Address: ‘153 Reasons to be Cheerful’  
 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Please do pray for situations that are known to you that need prayerful consideration. 
 

Pray for those affected by COVID in India at the moment and for all those organisations that are 
seeking to provide help especially the DEC and All We Can. 
 

Pray for all in Israel who are mourning those killed and injured in the events at Mount Meron. 
 

Pray for those pupils in schools who are undergoing assessments at the moment which will take 
the place of GCSE and A level exams. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come; your will be done… 
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘153 Reasons to be Cheerful’  
 

This is a terrific post-Easter passage, one of my favourites. The 
precisely-counted 153 fish intrigues me!  Why 153?  Biblical numbers 
often are chosen for meaning but 153 seems oddly specific.  A part of 
me thinks ‘Of course they didn’t count exactly how many’; another 
part of me thinks: ‘This is fishermen we’re talking about here – of course they counted the huge 
catch!’  Fishermen will compete over size of fish, weight, numbers of fish – even over who can 
fish where – but let’s not go there today!  The 153 could signify different things: 
 

 St. Jerome thought it was the number of species of fish that had been identified back then. 
 153 is the sum of 1 to 17 (1+2+3+4 and so on).  17 was a ‘good’ number in the Hebrew Bible – 
(10 + 7 (Ten Commandments; 7 days of creation, 7 virtues etc)).  Bit of a stretch… 
 Or is it ‘Gematria’ – adding the value of letters?  In Hebrew, each letter had a numerical value.  
153 is also the numerical total of ‘En-gedi’ and ‘En-Eglaim’ – places in Ezekiel 47:10 “People will 
stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; 
its fish will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea.” 

 

Personally, I think St. Augustine had the right idea…he just called it ‘A Great Mystery!’  Bravo 
August!  Whatever the numerical symbolism, the church has often seen a great deal in this large 
catch.  Jesus told the disciples he would “make you fish for people” (Matt 4:19). The enormous 
number can be seen to represent the disciples’ new task: to gather people together to learn 
about God’s love for them in Christ; to gather in people who will become the Church: Christ’s 
body – in all its diversity and difference, in all its disagreement and dispute and failings.  We talk 
about ‘herding cats’ as a difficult task but managing 153 slippery fish probably would make more 
sense to a 1st Century Palestine fishing community!   And don’t forget – the writer goes to great 
pains to tell us “the net was not torn”!   Under Jesus’ guidance – all are gathered in. 
 

Last week I mentioned the God in Love Unites Us report.  I’ve learned since that all Methodist 
Districts bar one have adopted all the resolutions. Personally, I am delighted – but it is deeply 
important that we hold together as a Church – respecting different views, living with differing 
convictions; making sure that the net does not tear.  We manage this over politics, Brexit, 
scriptural interpretations, worship, for a start, so I have strong hope we will over this too.  
 

Peter and John are particularly prominent in this miracle-catch story.  Interesting too that in the 
previous Chapter, at the tomb entrance, John pauses, sees and believes, while Peter rushes up 
and gets in there first.  Again here, John calmly recognizes, sees and says: “It is the Lord!” while 
Peter dives into the sea in a rush!  I rather like this!  I have no inclination to try and do any mock-
psychology on Peter and John, or retro-fit a Myers Briggs personality test on them.  But I do like 
the way their temperaments are so different – yet both are called.  Jesus calls them and all the 
Twelve to be “fishers of people”: some boisterous, headstrong, quiet, reflective, some 
temperamental, some hasty, some hesitant and thoughtful.  A good reminder that evangelism – 
sharing God’s love with others – is a calling not just for massive extroverts and those desperate 
to street-preach or go door-to-door.  It’s much more nuanced than that.  An evangelist, for me, 
is anyone who does anything, by word or deed, that declares the love of God to another.  God’s 
Spirit is at work: we simply can point people where to find the peace, the joy, and the love of God. 
 

And almost certainly, the best way to do this is not to rugby tackle someone on the street, throw 
a net on them and haul them off.  Better to share conversation, share food, 
share faith.  Jesus calls his friends not to the Temple, but to breakfast – 
praise to the one who calls, and draws all people to himself!      


