
EMMANUEL CHURCH – EASTER 3 WORSHIP – 18TH APRIL 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 4th April 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Gathering Prayer:  
    

Living, creator God, may we see your hand and your presence in all creation:  
in a raindrop on the tip of a leaf; in a baby wriggling its tiny hands and feet;  
in chickens scratching the earth; in mist as it disperses at dawn; 
in a puppy as it yawns for the first time; in water as it gurgles over rocks.  
May we see your hand and your presence and praise you.  
 

Forgive us, Lord, when our disbelief outweighs our joy  
and our wondering is clouded by fear and apathy.  
Forgive us, when our hope wears thin. 
We know that you love us, reach for us and encourage us. 
Open our hearts to receive all you offer us  
and equip us to witness to your extraordinary love in everyday life and ways.  Amen. 

 

Reading: John 20:19-30 ‘Jesus Appears to the Disciples’ 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’ 
 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.’ 
 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Address: ‘Resurrection Faith’  
 

Today we will see the greatest event of the history. Because of this event early church was 
meeting on Sunday so do we. John tells us the purpose of writing this Gospel in 20:30-31.  Verses 
19-23 are parallel to Luke 24:36-42, this is evening of the first Easter. Romans 5:8, “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” On the 
third day he was raised from the dead. The tomb was empty, and he appeared on Mary 
Magdalene and to other women.  In the evening, he appeared to the disciples.  They were scared 
because their master was being executed and they thought maybe they would be caught by the 



authorities.  There were some rumors that the disciples stole the body of Jesus, so they were 
behind the locked doors.   Now we are going to ponder,  

1. Jesus’ appearance 
2. He commissioned his disciples. 

3. He gave them authority. 
4. Thomas’ confession

 

1.  Jesus gave his disciples peace – because he knows that the greatest need for mankind is God’s 
peace.   He showed them his scars and wounds.  Jesus appeared after his resurrection to more 
than 500 people (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). Without resurrection, our faith and our preaching are 
useless.  Jesus predicted his own resurrection publicly and to his disciples privately. Therefore, 
religious leaders asked for guards at the tomb of Jesus.   
 

2.  Jesus Commissioned them – first time in Matthew 28:18-20, then in John 19:21 and later in Acts 
1:8.   We represent Jesus and are Christ’s representatives/ambassadors.  Friends, we all have the 
responsibility to fulfil. Look at Peter, three times he denied Jesus but still God used him 
abundantly because he repented and was available. My friends it is never too late!  He 
empowered them for the ministry. He is same and does not show favoritism.  We need to take 
initiative to go and make disciples of all nations.  
 

3.  Jesus gave them authority to forgive people’s sins – What does 20:23 mean?  Who can forgive 
sins?  Only God can, do you remember that Jesus forgave the sins of a paralyzed man and then 
healed him, and religious leaders and Pharisees called him blasphemer because only God can 
forgive sins?  We need to share God’s love with others.  We must tell people about Jesus, when 
a person believes on Christ as his personal savior, his sins are forgiven.   It is only by faith “All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” (Acts 10:43). 
 

4.  Thomas’ confession – We have noticed that Thomas was not present so again, on Sunday 
Jesus appeared to the disciples, Jesus exactly knew about Thomas that he did not believe, he 
wanted to see and touch Jesus’ wounds and scars. Thomas is called, “Doubting Thomas”, 
because of this event.  We can see his loyalty in John 11:16. Jesus knew him very well, remember 
he also knows us all, because Jesus is omniscient.  He said to Thomas, ‘put your finger here and 
see my hands and put your hand and place it in my side, do not disbelieve but believe’.  We do 
not know that he touched Jesus’ wounds because it is not mentioned.  It was all Thomas 
needed! He immediately confesses his faith, “My Lord and my God.” It is also the fulfilment of 
John’s desire and purpose of writing the Gospel, John 20:31. 
 

Remember one beautiful statement of Jesus which he said for you and me, “Because you have 
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  We 
all need to have faith on him, on his power, might and authority.  Whenever we forget just, we 
need to look at his cross, it will remind us his unconditional love, his glorious resurrection and 
triumphant ascension.  He is now at the right hand of God, but he will come back.  Revelation 
3:11, “I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize/take away your 
crown.” May God give us wisdom to be his witnesses.  Amen. 

  
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer: pause and pray for those in need of comfort, of 

reassurance, of peace.  Remember those mourning HRH Prince Philip and those who are 
experiencing a worrying or difficult time.  Place these people and troubles in God’s hands, 
finishing with: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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