
EMMANUEL CHURCH – EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP – 4TH APRIL 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 4th April 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Opening Acclamation: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA! 
 

Gathering Hymn:    Charles Wesley (1707-1788)  
 

All you that seek the Lord who died, your God for sinners crucified,  
now, now let all your grief be o’er!   Believe, and you shall weep no more.  
 

The Lord of life is risen indeed, to death delivered in your stead;  
his rise proclaims your sins forgiven, and shows the living way to heaven.  
 

Haste then, you souls that first believe, who dare the gospel word receive,  
your faith with joyful hearts confess, be bold, be Jesus’ witnesses.  
 

Go, tell the followers of your Lord their Jesus is to life restored;  
he lives to quicken humankind; he lives that all his life may find. 

 

Reading: John 20:1-18 ‘The Resurrection of Jesus’ 
   

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. 
 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 
at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She 
said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.’ 14 When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you 
looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
“I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Address: ‘Eureka!’  
 

In this last year, how many times have you seen someone on a street, in a supermarket – 
probably only in those two places come to think of it – and not recognized them because they 
have a mask on?  Many times, I’m sure!  Or sometimes you might recognize them but it might 
just take a little bit longer – especially if the mask covers the person from the eyes to the chin.   



John’s Gospel gives this incredible account of the Resurrection morning.  Throughout the 
reading, people are walking, running, looking, peering into the tomb, and eventually meeting 
the Risen Jesus, and at the end, understanding.   I’m intrigued by how the writer of the Fourth 
Gospel tells us that Mary, Peter and John were looking – using three different words for ‘see’ or 
‘look’.  English translations don’t really do this passage justice – so apologies for the Greek – but 
it’s really important to help us understand what took place!   
 

 ‘blepein’ – means ‘see’, there’s no deeper significance: it’s just a verb meaning to  
see/notice.  So, in verse 1 – Mary notices that the stone has been removed.  

 ‘theorein’ – means ‘to see’ but also to concentrate on.  It implies looking a bit longer,  
some understanding too.   So, in verse 5 – the Beloved Disciple looks and sees the linen 
wrappings.  Also, in verse 12, Mary sees the angels in white.  Not just glances at them, but 
really sees them. 

 ‘idein’ – means ‘to see’, but implies real understanding too.  So, in verse 8 the Beloved  
Disciples “sees and believes”.  He knows that Jesus is Risen!   

 

John’s Gospel is written beautifully, and as this long passage develops, the different words for 
sight demonstrate the developing understanding for Mary and Peter and John.  They initially 
notice something is different, something’s not what they expect.  Then they start to look more 
closely and concentrate, and then as the story of that morning unfolds, so does their 
understanding, their belief.  They look, notice, understand, and believe.  
 

On Easter Day we are challenged, you and I, to look with eyes of faith.  We might recognize the 
words, notice the different aspects to the resurrections accounts and Jesus appearing.  We 
might ‘see’ the empty cross, the empty tomb, the story as it is.  But that is really not enough: 
we also need to spend longer contemplating what it means if Jesus is alive.  Because if Jesus is 
Risen, then it means that God’s love for you and I is total, is complete, and exceeds our greatest 
hopes and wildest dreams.   
 

If we not just see, but also believe in our hearts, in God’s love shown on the cross and shown in 
an empty tomb – then our eyes will be truly open.  Open to the reality of God’s grace in our lives, 
God’s forgiveness for all our stupidity and wrong; God’s peace for our pain, and God’s life for 
our death.  We won’t then have a sterile, theoretical faith, but one which changes our living 
now.  Maybe, just maybe, we’ll look with eyes of faith across the world too – and see the world 
with eyes of mercy, and charity, and justice.   
 

There’s one more word John uses – and it’s a bit like ‘idein’.   When, in verse 18 Mary says ‘I have 
seen the Lord!’, the Greek word used is ‘Eureka’!  Archimedes may have been the first to shout 
this out – in his bath I gather – but here it means ‘I’ve found him!’ or ‘I’ve got him!’.   Mary begins 
the day alone, confused, and in grief.  But she looks with the right eyes, sees with faith, and 
becomes the first witness to the resurrection.  May our faith also be full of such joy, such love, 
that we cannot but share the good news.  Maybe today of all days, we should lift our hearts and 
voices and say together: Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Eureka! 

  
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Be still and in the quiet remember all in need of God’s peace today – in our families, in our 
churches, in our world.  Pray for the peace of the risen Christ to be with each and every one.  Amen.  

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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