
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 21ST MARCH 2021 
Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 21st March 2021. 

If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 
 

Call to Worship: Revelation 3:20 
 

20 Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 

 

Opening Prayer:  
  

O Lord our God, we bless and praise you for the life you lived. 
We praise and adore you for the truth you teach. 
We praise and adore you for the way you call us to follow. 
O Lord our God, we bless and praise you.  Amen. 

 

Reading: John 14:1-6 ‘Jesus the Way to the Father’ 
 

1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  2 In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling-places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  4 And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.’  5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 

 

Address: ‘Plenty of Room’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Let us pray. 
Prepare for us a place where hearts can dwell in peace, where souls can find their rest, 
 where bodies can heal their wounds. 
Prepare for us a place where longings are fulfilled, where hunger is satisfied, 

where thirst is quenched. 
Prepare for us a place where wrongs are set right, where injustice finds an end, 
 where hatred finds no victim. 
Prepare for us a place where lands smell of Eden, where rivers run free,  
 where fruit grows in plenty. 
Prepare for us a home, a paradise, a Kingdom. 
Prepare for us a place where God is: 
 the loving Creator, the passionate Son, the life-giving Spirit,  
  and lead us there. 
 

Prepare in us a place where love can grow, where visions can flourish, where hope can spring. 
Prepare in us a place where truth is lived, where justice matters, where good triumphs. 
Prepare in us a place a home, a paradise, a seed of the Kingdom. 
Prepare in us a place where God is: 
 the loving Creator, the passionate Son, the life-giving Spirit, 
  and lead us in your way.  Amen.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘Plenty of Room’  
 

That phrase sounds familiar doesn’t it!?  Our Government rightly tells us 
to get vaccinated when we are invited to!  There is plenty of supply 
(despite the press telling us there isn’t,) just take the opportunity when 
it is given to you!  You would be foolish not to take the opportunity if it 
arose (personal medical advice depending) wouldn’t you!? 
 

Likewise, Jesus tells us in John 14: ‘don’t worry, believe, there’s plenty of room, I’ll show you the 
way personally’ 
 

“Do not Let your hearts be troubled – believe in God, believe also in me!” (John 14:1) 
 

‘In my Father’s house there is plenty of space’.  In fact, you get your own personal room/mansion!  
I’m going to show you the way. You know how to get there don’t you!? 
 

Like with the vaccine today there are plenty of doubters and scaremongers, the press asking 
endless questions, some of which are just alarmist and simply aimed at selling their particular 
news channel, but at the root of it all is the question: ‘do they (the government & scientists) really 
know what they are doing?’ 
 

In our passage the doubter or questioner was Thomas.  I think that, maybe, he was the only one 
who was really being honest.  Perhaps he was simply asking the question that everybody else 
was thinking?  He asked or commented ‘we do not know where you are going so how can we get 
there!?’ (John 14:5) 
 

I think this question is so profound, so fundamental, to everything; our reason for being our 
existence, in fact I would be as bold as to suggest that it is simply the greatest question ever 
asked of God: ‘how can we find God?’ 
 

Fortunately for us Jesus didn’t answer Thomas’ question by holding a press conference or 
forming a committee, he simply answered with the life-changing, life-bringing statement that we 
ALL need to personally respond to: John 14:6 says “Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth 
and the life, No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 

Our search for God, for where we fit in, for meaning, for purpose can lead us down many different 
routes, paths that lead nowhere, tracks of ever decreasing circles: money, power, influence, 
family, achievements, status, experiences, or fame all of which lead to a quagmire that simply 
suffocates or we could simply follow Jesus; submit to him, make him Lord/King/Sovereign of our 
lives and through him we will find the peace that passes all understanding.  No other way but 
through Jesus. 
 

There’s plenty of room, just book your place!  
 

Prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus thank you that we are not left second guessing  
how to find God –  
You told us to follow you. 
Help us Lord to surrender our whole lives to you,  
to hand over to you the direction and purpose of our lives.  
Help us in these very hard, strange times to trust you completely.  
We ask all these things in your wonderful name Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 


