
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 7TH MARCH 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 7th March 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

A Prayer of Adoration: 
 

Father God, we adore you for your patience with your wayward children; for bearing with us 
when our understanding is skewed and our behaviour wrong. 
Jesus, we adore you for being with us always, your humanity entwined with ours; for showing 
us the way in your life and through the Word. 
Holy Spirit, we adore you for working through us despite our failings; for living in us and 
enabling us with a strength greater than our own. 
FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, YOU ARE WISDOM IN OUR WORLD; YOU FLOW THROUGH 
CREATION AND CONSCIOUSNESS.  WE WORSHIP AND ADORE YOU.  AMEN. 
 

A Prayer of Confession:  
 

Loving God, we have sinned against you in what we have thought, said and done. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and turn away from what is wrong. 
Forgive us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   AMEN. 
Here is good news for all who put their trust in Christ: Jesus says: “Your sins are forgiven.” 
AMEN. THANKS BE TO GOD. 

 

Reading:  John 2:13-22 ‘Jesus Goes to the Temple’ (Good News Bible) 
 

13 It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. 14 There in the Temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, and also the moneychangers sitting at their 
tables. 15 So he made a whip from cords and drove all the animals out of the Temple, both the 
sheep and the cattle; he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and scattered their 
coins; 16 and he ordered those who sold the pigeons, “Take them out of here! Stop making my 
Father's house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that the scripture says, “My 
devotion to your house, O God, burns in me like a fire.” 
 

18 The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can you perform to 
show us that you have the right to do this?”  19 Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in 
three days I will build it again.”  20 “Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked 
him. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple!”  21 But the temple Jesus was speaking 
about was his body. 22 So when he was raised from death, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the scripture and what Jesus had said. 

 

Address: ‘Worshipping God’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Spend some time in stillness and rest in God’s 
presence beside you.  Hold in prayer those with 
whom you worship today, those whom you miss, 
those you will see soon, for God’s Spirit binds his 
people together in our praise and prayers.  

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  AMEN. 
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Address: ‘Worshipping God’ 
 

In 2010 I went to see the Passion Play at Oberammergau – you can see a picture 
of this over the page – and this Bible passage always brings it to mind.  The stage 
was crowded with people: old and young, adults and children, and animals, cattle, 
sheep, goats, chickens and doves.  The noise was amazing and then the actor 
playing Jesus came in and in spite of the bustle and the noise, he stood out – just as he must have 
done at the real event.  This was not a meek and mild Jesus, but an enraged Jesus – driving out 
the animals and over turning the tables so money spills onto the floor.  But why? 
 

All of this happened in the Court of the Gentiles, the outermost court of the Temple.  It had been 
turned into a market place where people bought animals for sacrifice and changed foreign 
money into the special money required for the temple tax.  Under the rules at the time both 
activities were valid, if done honestly, but not here.  Why not here?  Because the Court of the 
Gentiles was the nearest place to the centre of the Temple that Gentiles were allowed.  So if a 
Gentile wanted to pray or just think about God, it had to be here and yet the noise and bustle and 
smell would have made worship impossible.  You could say that the Temple authorities were 
denying them access to God.  In our reading Jesus accused them of making God’s house a market 
and in Mark’s gospel he said it should be a house of prayer.  No wonder Jesus was angry at the 
way his Father’s house was being treated. 
 

What about us today?  When strangers come into our building, now at Greenfield Road, later at 
Upperton Road, do we welcome them and make it easy for them to meet with God?  Do we 
befriend them but not overwhelm, being aware of how they are reacting, so that they are 
comfortable?  What about our rituals of standing and sitting?  Do they confuse?  As we plan for 
our new building, we need to think how it appears to strangers and the atmosphere we create, 
to enable all who are seeking, to meet with God. 
 

What about ourselves as we come to worship, do we concentrate on what is happening or does 
our mind stray?  Did we put the oven on?  Is the car parked in a safe place?  What’s happening 
tomorrow?  It is so easy!  We need to remind ourselves to lay our worries, both big and small at 
Jesus’ feet at the start and then worship him.   When we worship in private, do we take in the 
words at the start of each Daily Devotion: “Create a peaceful space to pause, and allow yourself 
to feel God’s presence alongside you, as near as your own breath” as we follow each reflection?  
Market places of our minds exist today: our absorption in our own rituals can shut out seekers 
after God today.  May we take note of Jesus actions so long ago and not be found guilty too. 
 

The story goes on and Jesus’ actions were challenged by the priests and Temple authorities who 
knew their Scriptures – it was their job.  The prophets had warned that the Messiah would come 
suddenly to the temple and that zeal for his Father’s house would consume him; so was Jesus 
the Messiah?  Many had come claiming to be but, when challenged, had failed the test.  Hence 
the call for a sign, but Jesus was not going to play their games so he told them of a miracle that 
was to come, “Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will rebuild it” Well, they looked at the 
enormous building which surrounded them and laughed, but, as the disciples realised later, he 
was referring to his own death and resurrection.  The Temple building would no longer be needed 
as the place where people could meet with God.   The risen Christ was the door to the Father God 
– through him both Jew and Gentile could meet with their Creator God.  And there would be no 
need for the continual sacrifices as Jesus had given himself as the once and for all sacrifice for 
sin.  Through Jesus death and resurrection all people, through all ages, have access to our holy 
God and can worship in spirit and truth.  This well-known incident shows us what a wonderful 
Jesus we have as our Saviour and Friend.  Amen. 


