
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 21st February 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Opening Prayer:  
 

Into your presence we come, Father God as your children have done through the centuries, 
throughout the world – in vast cathedrals, parish churches, chapels, homes, warehouses, 
converted cinemas, or alone at home; now today, on ZOOM screens and live streaming as 
well.   Whether alone or gathered together with others, your Church is wherever your people 
meet in worship, in fellowship and in prayer.   BE WITH US NOW, LOVING FATHER. 
 

Into your presence we come, Father God, mindful of our own failings; our thoughts, words 
and actions that have shown nothing of your love.   FORGIVE US, LOVING FATHER. 
 

Reading:  Mark 1: 9-15 ‘The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus’ 
 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased 12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.”  

 

Address: (begins below) 
 

Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer:  
 

We pray for those exploring faith, for those preparing for baptism, and for those around the 
world who are persecuted for their religion: may they know the good news of the kingdom. 
 

We pray for the world that God loves so much, and for those who have the power 
to bring peace to the nations: may they work with truth and integrity. 
 

We pray for our community and those who are in need, for the fragile and the vulnerable, 
and for those who support and care for them: may they feel the presence of Jesus walking 
with them. 
 

We pray for those who are homeless, for those who are unemployed, and for those who will 
go hungry and thirsty today: may we, in Christ, draw near to bring comfort and support. 
 

We pray for ourselves, for strength to commit ourselves to follow in your way, Lord,   
and the grace to withstand temptation: may we grow closer to you as we journey through 
Lent and prepare to meet Jesus at the cross.  AMEN. OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN…  
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God be with us all during Lent in all we do in his name.  Amen. 
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Address: 
 

The season of Lent has just started, a season of hope as well as of repentance.  It can be very easy 
to make the mistake of regarding it as a gloomy, miserable time.  Some 500 years ago the poet 



and priest, George Herbert wrote, “Welcome dear feast of Lent” – it’s a very clever use of the 
word “feast”, it makes us sit up and take notice because we’re expecting the usual Lenten word, 
its polar opposite “fast”.  It’s an ingenious contrast and it brings an important message – the 
Lenten fast for the body is a feast for the soul. 
 

Mark’s Gospel gives a very short account of Jesus’ baptism and his 40 days in the wilderness.   At 
the moment, for us it sometimes feels as if we are living in the wilderness.  With the pandemic 
and the millions of deaths worldwide, with violent crimes happening all the time, with sad stories 
of poverty and need in every news report, it seems indeed a world of fear and sorrow.   We are 
reminded by all these events that we can feel adrift and separated from the goodness of God.  
Where is the hope?  Where is the love in the midst of such senseless devastation? 
 

During Lent we are asked to reflect on the same things that Jesus faced after his baptism.  Our 
season of Lent is modelled on Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness and the gospels of Matthew and 
Luke both go into far more detail about this story.  But Mark is as brief as he could possibly be 
and indeed covers the whole 40 days including the temptation, in one single verse!  What Mark 
tells us, is that Jesus received the Spirit of the Lord – that same Spirit identified him as the beloved 
Son of God and then ‘immediately’ drove him out into the wilderness, into the world of 
temptation and danger, among wild beasts and things that might cause him harm.  We’re told 
that it was the Spirit that drove him, perhaps that means that Jesus felt a strong inner 
compulsion, a powerful urge to go into the wilderness and put himself in the face of temptation.  
Perhaps it might suggest to us that Jesus did not dare embark on God’s ministry without knowing 
what he could and couldn’t stand, so he plunged himself into a period of stress and deprivation.  
Mark suggests what other writers don’t – that the temptations continued throughout the whole 
40-day period.  There in the desert Jesus was tempted and pressured and probed and assaulted 
in every way, body mind and spirit.  
 

But Mark’s Gospel also tells us that Jesus had help during his time in the wilderness.  
He had ‘angels’ waiting on him throughout his time there.  Perhaps a different way of 
putting this is that Jesus knew that the presence of God never left him the whole time 
he was in the wilderness.  When we are in the wilderness, we forget to look for angels, 
forget to look for the divine presence.  Jesus showed us how to find the divine in the 
midst of the wilderness.  He trusted in God to give him what he needed and that trust never failed.  
We need to do the same, to trust in God, whatever happens.  God will always give us what we 
need.  The ‘angels’ God sends to us could be friends, reaching out a helping hand or lending moral 
support.  It might be professionals giving us advice or charities offering support at difficult times.  
Divine help might come when we are alone with our own devotions, or with others in the middle 
of a service of worship.  Our ‘angels’ might even be those disciplines we follow during Lent. 
 

To learn to see the presence of the divine with us, even when we’re in the wilderness, we need 
to practise.  During the season of Lent we work to develop those spiritual attitudes which bring 
us God’s peace, attitudes of repentance, of self-denial, of prayer.  This Lenten practising deepens 
our knowledge of God’s presence with us, deepens our experience and our understanding.  Our 
fears are calmed, our anxieties soothed.   We are lifted out of the muddle of our insecurities and 
doubts. We are given the strength to act on our baptismal calling to be God’s agents of justice 
and peace in the world.  And just as Jesus left the wilderness to go out and proclaim the Good 
News of God, we, too, need to use what we gain from our Lenten journeys.  We must share God’s 
hope and God’s healing and God’s love in this world.  We must be the ‘angels’ for others in the 
wilderness.  We must use the strength we’re given to live out our Christian calling.  We must 
actively work to bring about peace and justice in this broken world.  Amen. 


