
A Prayer for our Times 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you who defeated death  

and brought us new life forever,  
we commit our ‘time’ to you,  

each moment, each day,  
each season to you.  

As the covenant prayer reminds 
us ‘put us to what you will’ Lord.  

Thank you for my sisters and 
brothers in the church  

and we ask you to protect  
and provide for them  

and prompt me  
to do ‘what you will’ 

We humbly ask these things  
in your wonderful name,  
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 31ST JANUARY 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 31st January 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Opening Prayer:  This is the place, and this is the time; here and now,  
   God waits, to break into our experience: 

TO CHANGE OUR MINDS, TO CHANGE OUR LIVES, TO CHANGE OUR WAYS; 
to make us see the world and the whole of life in a new light: 
TO FILL US WITH HOPE, JOY AND CERTAINTY FOR THE FUTURE. 
This is the place as are all places; this is the time as are all times. 
HERE AND NOW LET US PRAISE GOD. 

 

Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 ‘Everything Has Its Time’ 
 

1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones,  
    and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 

Address: ‘A Time for Everything Under Heaven’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Loving and Holy Spirit of God, we pray: 
that we and all people may increasingly work together to establish on earth 
the rule of the Kingdom of heaven; that the resources of the world may be gathered, 
distributed and used with unselfish motives for the greatest benefit of all. 
 

We pray that beauty may be given to our towns and cities, and left untarnished in the 
countryside; that children may grow up strong in body, sound in mind and trained in spirit. 
 

We pray for all affected by illnesses of every kind, those whose lives are being disrupted and 
devastated; for all who teach, heal, care, and give. 
 

We pray for the whole world, that there may be open ways, and peace and freedom, 
from end to end of the earth; and that people everywhere may learn to live in love 
through keeping the company of Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose great name we pray.  Amen.  
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME.  YOUR KINGDOME COME… 

 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘A Time for Everything Under Heaven’  
 

Last week you heard about ‘Kairos’ moments that we live in and through, being 
the opportune moments for action that God calls us to, this week we explore 
another biblical commentary on time: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.  This well-known 
passage reminds us that there is a season for everything under heaven.  The 
Hebrew word for time that is used here is ‘eth’ (pronounced a’yth) implies, 
seasons or times.  Benjamin Franklin is attributed to have said, ‘there are three things certainties 
in life, death and taxes.’ 
 

The writer of Ecclesiastes (most probably Solomon) reminds us that there are seasons of our lives 
which are common to all.  This famous chapter starts with the unavoidable time to be born and 
the time to die.  Which is so appropriate in this week, where, in the UK the COVID-19 death toll 
reached an horrific 100,000 people.  It must be such a devastating time for each of those families 
represented.  This truly shocking figure should lead us to pray; indeed, let us pray: 
 

‘Lord, we commit each of those 100,000 souls to your tender care, we lift their families and friends 
to your loving embrace and ask for your peace and healing to flood our neighbourhoods, nations 

and world.  We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ Amen’ 
 

Many people have commented that during lockdown it has given us time to consider our lives, 
what are our priorities and what is actually important compared to what we previously felt was 
so important.  We now appreciate the little things a lot more than we used to.  Things like hugs 
and conversations, being able to meet up for a coffee and chat, seeing family and friends when 
we wanted to.  This season of terrible pandemic is a time that will be remembered for a 
generation; until those who are now just little children find themselves as aged grandparents 
wondering where all those precious years went to! 
 

Ecclesiastes is a philosophical book that helps us reflect on the seasons of life.  Sometimes 
humankind forgets our frailty and the transient nature of our existence on this earth, we strut 
around making bold statements, almost King Canute like, defying time.  But even King Solomon 
who had every reason for getting beyond himself – he was the wisest man on earth, rich, 
powerful, extremely influential, no one could stand against him – even he in all his majesty 
penned the phrase; ‘vanity, vanity …everything is vanity.’ (Eccl. 1:2) His comment is not 
depression or a touch of melancholia but rather an observation that without God all is futile; you 
can ‘have it all’ but really have nothing.   This is not a sense of fatalism nor hopelessness but rather 
a realisation that life is not all about success or failure but rather an experiential blend of all that 
creation brings, realising that success and failure are both equal imposters and it is our 
relationship with our faithful God that counts. 
 

How does this day find you?  Are you numbed or dazed by the relentlessness of days under COVID-
19 restrictions?  Or are you glad that the pace of life has slowed down, or that you have been able 
to get closer to God because less has been able to get in the way?  Or maybe you are questioning 
your purpose on earth or have been asking ‘why’ a lot?  All these and a thousand more emotions 
help us realise that there is a time and season for everything under heaven.   
 

One day all these restrictions and COVID-19 itself will pass, its horrors will begin to ease and be 
assigned to history.  We will one day soon find new joys when we can celebrate together once 
again and with our families, those hugs will come, handshakes and face to face smiles will 
abound.  However, in the meantime, we will hold on to the fact that God has not left us and he is 
our rock and redeemer, our refuge, our very present help in times of trouble.  (Psalm 46). 
 

Please join in saying the prayer overleaf, a ‘Prayer for Our Times’ 


