
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 24TH JANUARY 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 24th January 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Loving Lord, thank you that you meet us where we are,  
 in the middle and muddle of our daily tasks. 
Help us to hear your call, to recognise your voice,  
and to respond to your invitation to be with you now.  Amen. 

 

Reading:  Mark 1:14-20 ‘Jesus Calls the First Disciples’ 
 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.’  16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake – for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and 
I will make you fish for people.’ 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
preparing the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

Address: ‘Being Kairos People’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

God of the past and the future, we bring to you those people and places on our hearts today: 
  

We remember the parts of the world where people are being killed, oppressed and displaced. 
May those in power leave behind violence and follow your call to peace.  Amen. 
 

We pray for the people of America and those entrusted with the responsibility  
of re-shaping and re-uniting a country so divided by race and politics and so ravaged by Covid. 
Help them to leave behind ambition and to follow your call to serve.  Amen. 
 

We pray for those who bring us our food, our vaccines, all our daily bread.   
We pray for all those who work to bring food to our table as they struggle with the 
complexities of legislation and the challenges of extreme weather. 
May we leave behind poverty and inequality and follow your call to justice. 
 

We pray for one another, for our church families, our communities, and our loved ones, 
for those who feel overwhelmed by the challenges of each day, for those adapting to new 
ways of living, for those who are ill, for those close to death, for those who are grieving. 
Help us all to leave behind all that separates us from you and from one another 
and to follow your call to trust and to love.  in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘Being Kairos People’ 
 

What’s wrong with this image on the right, apparently depicting the Bible 
passage for today?  Probably quite a bit!  The main thing which is wrong 
with it is the time of day: fishing normally took place at night, or very early 
in the morning at least, under torchlight, and preparing nets to fish would 
also be a night-time task.  This event in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus calling the disciples, almost certainly 
took place at night.  Interestingly, timing is very important for Mark in this passage: 



 Mark is showing us that God’s timing is spot on.  In Jesus Christ something is happening in 
the world of God’s love: after the darkness of night, the next day brings a new dawn.  

 Simon, Andrew, James and John are at work and yet we’re told they ‘immediately’ leave 
their nets and fishing, and follow Jesus.  We’re not told any more than this, we don’t know 
if they had doubts, asked Jesus a few questions first to check him out, weighed it up…they 
seemed to just immediately respond.  The timing for them was somehow just right.   

 Also, in the two verses before this text, Jesus has just been tempted in the wilderness and 
prevailed – it’s as if Mark is showing us that the time of temptation, evil’s attempt to hold 
Jesus is over: this is now the age of God’s kingdom…there’s a new kingdom in town. 

 

The word Mark uses in the Greek for time (‘the time is fulfilled’) is καιρὸς – Kairos.  Christians 
have often spoken of ‘Kairos’ moments when God’s timing is spot on.   Goodness me – don’t we 
need something of this in our world now?  A moment of change in the USA where peace, unity, 
and care must replace a regime that used hate, lies, and division to rule.  A moment of change in 
this country where the spread of virus and the speed of vaccinations are up against each-other.  
And what about our whole world, where environmentalists tell us the moment to bring climate 
change under control, is right now…it has to be right now, before it’s too late.   
 

Jesus says ‘the Kingdom of God has come near’ and it’s difficult to know exactly what he means 
by this.  It’s easier in some ways to say what doesn’t happen.  The Kingdom of God comes near, 
but it’s not as if Jesus clicks his fingers and the Roman occupation of Palestine ends; it’s not as if 
there is a total end to illness, pain, death, that poverty is no more, storms don’t happen, 
everyone lives until they’re 100.  We might want God to do this for us sometimes, but life is not 
like that, and I don’t think life is intended by God to be like that either.  If it were, it would be a 
pretty sterile existence, without self-will, without independence.  There would be no joy, no love, 
no peace – not in a meaningful sense, because there’d only be one predetermined state of being. 
 

Having said that, you and I are allowed sometimes – because we’re so very human – to wish that 
God would just click God’s fingers and make things a whole lot better.  And we wouldn’t be the 
first to wish that – listen to these words, all verses from the Psalms: 
 

 Why, O Lord, do you stand far off?  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? (10:1) 
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me? (22:1) 
 Why do you hold back your hand; why do you keep your hand behind your back? (74:11)  

 

But – and it’s a big BUT! – we can say that in Jesus, ‘the Kingdom of God has come near’.  Jesus 
calls, and immediately as a consequence of this is that hearts were changed.  Four people who 
had no reason to change, suddenly decided to follow a new way.  And because their hearts were 
changed, their lives were too, and for them and for the rest of the men and women who followed 
Jesus Christ, life would never be the same again.  You could say it was their ‘Kairos’ moment.  
Again and again, Jesus taught, showed, encouraged, raged sometimes – to tell the people what 
the Kingdom of God was like: if they could only love each other, forgive each other, feed each 
other, clothe each other.   I wonder if many of the miracles we read about were simply glimpses 
of God’s kingdom in its fullest sense – giving us a taste of what might be one day. 
 

For you and I today, it might feel sometimes as if we are in the middle of a night 
that never seems to end.  But God continues to be at work in human hearts – in our 
hearts now as with the first disciples.  And that ‘Kairos’ moment for us means that 
life need not be the same again for us and for the world as we know it: Jesus has 
shown us the way, calls us to follow him.  All we need to do is what Simon, Andrew, James and 
John did: get right behind the one who can show us the light of a new morning.  


