
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 17TH JANUARY 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 17th January 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Opening Prayers:  
 

God who is love, before time, beyond time you are the ground of reality;  
everything belongs to you, all things are intended to express love; your whole being is love.  
 

God who is life, on earth and beyond earth, you are the source of meaning; in darkness  
and death you are a light, in doubt and despair you are a friend; your whole being is life.  
 

God who is truth, in words and beyond words, you are the fountain of hope; justice and  
peace are your promise, faith and love are your way, your whole being is truth.  Amen. 
 

Reading:  Joshua 1:1-9 ‘God’s Commission to Joshua’ 
 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, saying, 2 ‘My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this 
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of 
your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and 
the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great 
Sea in the west shall be your territory. 5 No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong 
and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance 
with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand 
or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not 
depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and 
then you shall be successful. 9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ 
 

Reading:  Luke 13:1-5 ‘Repent or Perish’ 
 

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, ‘Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those 18 who were killed when the 
tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 

 

Address: ‘Be Strong and Courageous’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Spend some time in quiet prayer and reflection, remembering those who need courage and 
strength for today.  You may pray especially for family and friends; for neighbours and people 
living close by; for keyworkers of all descriptions and those who lead and guide us.  Pray also for 
yourself, that God blesses you with courage and strength to face the times in which we live.  
 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God: Father, Son and Spirit be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘Be Strong and Courageous’ 
 

Happy New Year to my church family and today we will learn from the Scripture, what is the right 
way to move ahead in this year?   
 

In Joshua 1:1-9, the nation Israel has neglected the most important exercise, trusting on God’s 
promise of leading them to the Promised Land.  Moses led them for forty years, he died and now 
God appointed Joshua to lead them.  Joshua was a great leader, “Full of the Spirit of wisdom.” 
God twice assured him that He is with Joshua.  God instructs him, “Be strong and courageous, 
this book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it DAY and 
NIGHT…you will have good success…do not be frightened and do not be dismayed.”  What a 
great promise of the almighty God.  
 

As we have entered into the New Year and we all are certainly frightened because of Covid-19.  I 
am not going to give you any further detail because we all are very much aware of all the 
depressed news about it.  My dear brothers and sisters, I only want to share good news, as this 
is my first Sunday service of this year with you, let me encourage you that God is saying to all of 
us, “Be strong and courageous”. Remember we all know the guidelines for the Covid-19 
announced by the Government and NHS.  If we want to survive, we need to follow them.  
Likewise, God has given us some instructions to follow.  If we will meditate on the alive and 
powerful Word of God, the Bible, which is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, only then we 
will be successful.  We need to have faith on Him because without faith it is impossible to please 
God. David said in Psalm 119:11, “I keep your law in my heart, so that I will not sin against you.” 
 

Sometimes we think that we are not doing anything wrong or not committing any 
sin, but it is wrong.  1 John 1:8, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us.” Jesus Christ starts his ministry with the proclamation of 
repentance, “Repent and believe the good news.” I want us to repent, because it 
was not only the preaching of many prophets in the Old Testament such as Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, Jonah, Joel, Jeremiah, Zechariah, Hosea but in the New Testament 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, John the Baptist, Peter and Paul also preached a lot on repentance.  
Repentance means take a U-turn, return, and to change the mind.  We human beings by nature 
we walk at a distance from God and God say turn around face me and walk toward me. It means 
to reshape our life in a radical way.  By the grace and mercy of God when we repent, we move 
happily closer to the Father and our saviour Jesus.  
 

Our second reading is Luke 13:1-5.  Jesus was speaking to a crowd of many thousands. People 
gave a report to Jesus about the incident happen in the temple where Pilate had murdered some 
Galileans who were sacrificing there. Jesus heard it and said clearly to them why you think they 
were sinners, if you will not repent, you will also perish like them.  Jesus also reminded his 
audience, another calamity done by Pilate, in which 18 people were crushed when the tower in 
Siloam fell on them.  Jesus again said to them, do you think they were sinners above all men who 
live in Jerusalem, no, I tell you; but unless you repent you will all perish as well.  People in Jesus’ 
days thought that people who were being killed were worse sinners than those who were not 
killed. You remember Job’s friends – they had the same idea about Job.  Jesus met with a man 

who was blind from birth. The disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?  Jesus condemned this 
idea.  We also need to condemned this and according to Jesus’ 
instructions, we need to repent and then meditate on the Bible, day and 
night, we need to remember what God said, “Be strong and 
courageous.” Amen. 


