
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – COVENANT WORSHIP FOR 10TH JANUARY 2021 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 10th January 2021. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Opening Prayer:   
 

Gracious God, bless us this day in our worship. 
Whether we are alone or together, whether we are anxious and sad, or hopeful and know joy, 
gather us together into your presence, hold us in the palm of your hand, and lead us to a 
clearer sense of your loving purpose for each one of us.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray. 

  

Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 ‘A New Covenant’ 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 

 

Address: ‘A Covenant for the Heart’ 
 

Methodist Covenant Prayer:  
feel free to say these words aloud, or in the quietness of your heart. 
 

I am no longer my own but yours.   
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;  
put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, or brought low for you; let me be full, let me be empty,  
let me have all things, let me have nothing:  
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.  
And now, glorious and blessèd God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. 
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen.  

 

Prayers for God’s world, here and now: 
 

Please take a few moments to rest in God’s peace, and as you do so, hold in prayer the people God 
calls us to remember, care for, support, and bless; maybe say ‘LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER’ after each:   
 

 people affected by the coronavirus in Eastbourne – thinking particularly of those ill, our GP 
practices, health centres, the DGH and Conquest and Bexhill hospitals. 
 people who care in homes, care homes, who keep us fed and warm and who work as best 
they can under very trying circumstances. 
 people whose mental health is under great pressure through anxiety, depression, grief. 
 pray for countries across the world where there is civil unrest, discrimination, and violence, 
that people will choose peace, non-violence, and live comfortably with difference.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME… 
 

Blessing:  May the blessings of God be with us in 2021 in all we do in His Name.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘A Covenant for the Heart’ 
 

It’s not uncommon in the art world for paintings to be discovered underneath  
paintings.  Modern techniques of x-ray imaging and restoration have meant that art 
buffs have been able to marvel at artists’ previous work on canvasses which has been hidden for, 
sometimes, centuries.  From the (admittedly) very little I have read about this, it seems to be 
more often due to reasons of economy than anything else – not many artists were, or are, 
wealthy so reusing canvasses two, three, even four times was not unusual.   So for example: 
 

 Hendrick van Anthonissen (1605-1656) painted Scheveningen Sands – a beach scene with a 
crowd.  When the painting was restored some years ago a huge dead whale was found on 
the beach! 
 Vincent Van Gogh (1853-1890) painted Patch of Grass in 1887, but it was well over a hundred 
years later than a portrait of a woman was discovered underneath. 
 And famously, Georges Seurat’s Young Woman Powdering Herself has a bamboo picture frame 
in the corner with a vase of flowers…hiding Seurat’s face behind it.  It was thought the woman 
depicted was his mistress – so maybe he thought it might be giving the game away! 

 

It might be tempting to think of this new covenant that Jeremiah is speaking of, as simply a cover 
up job, that God is telling the people that the old covenant didn’t work out, so let’s ignore it, paint 
over it, and start again.   When Moses led the people out of Egypt in Exodus, God made a covenant 

them.  On Mount Sinai God said to the Israelites: “If you obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession” (Exodus 19:5).  Trouble is, people are 
people, and within a few chapters they forget, they disobey God, make a golden calf as 
an idol and Moses smashes the stone tablets in anger.  And although new ones get 

written, with the same words on again, it’s not long before the Israelites fail again.  You could 
say: same canvas, same painting, same result. 
 

These words of Jeremiah express that God is doing something new here.  This is a covenant not 
written in stone but written on the people’s hearts – and you can’t smash that up so easily!  
Because this commitment, this pledge to be with his people forever, is written on the human 
heart, Jeremiah says that each and every person can know God as their Lord and Saviour, from 
the greatest to the least.  You might say it’s the same painting – the same loving, merciful God – 
but a different canvas.   
 

That’s US too – the covenant relationship we have with God is not like a dispassionate contract 
written out, with clauses to catch us out, small print to tie us in knots, secret fees or tie-ins and 
huge charges if we mess up.  You and I can know the love, the mercy, the grace of God for 
ourselves – deep within us.  In Exodus, the covenant began with an “If…”, but this new one in 
Jeremiah God offers a relationship with no conditions.  The same law exists – love God, love 
neighbour as yourself; the same obligation to obey exists, but Jeremiah tells the people that God 
offers a new way to live with no ifs or buts.   And before we have even had a chance to respond, 
God has already said he will forgive, and not remember our sins.  I can’t think of a better definition 
of the grace of God.   (Of course, this is not God changing, but our understanding of God!) 
 

We need God in these desperate times: with a pandemic which is overwhelming many; with 
democracy so fragile and treated so recklessly and fear threatening to extinguish hope.  We 
should remember our relationship with God is based on his initiative to us – reaching out, holding 
us when we need it, and leading when we are lost.   God will not cease to put courage and hope 
and love into open hearts.  We may sometimes struggle to stay true – we’re human after all – but 
our Covenant God promises never to let us down.   One God, one love, one promise: I am with 
you in the depths of your heart…and always will be.  Amen.   


