
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 27th December 2020. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Gathering Prayer:  
 

Gentle, nurturing God, breathe your still calm voice into this time and this space.   
Enfold us in your loving embrace as we share in this, your holy fellowship. 
In the name of Jesus, born amongst us, I pray.  Amen. 

  

Reading: Luke 2: 22-33 ‘Jesus Is Presented in the Temple’ 
 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 
 

29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all people, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
 

Address: ‘Amazing Christmas Grace’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer:  
 

On people who are alone this season: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On people who feel too sad to celebrate: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On those who do their best to make Christmas better for others: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On people who have to work over the holidays while others relax: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On our armed forces serving abroad, and for their families at home: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On staff who work health and social care: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On people who work in our shops, hospitality, and hotels: 
LORD, HAVE MERCY. 
On all who join together today to worship you: 
LORD, BLESS EVERYONE, AND GRANT THEM PEACE.  AMEN.   OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN… 
 

Blessing:  May the joy, peace, and presence of God be with us while we wait.  And may the…  
 

Opening Prayer & Address © 2020 Paul Tabraham.   Images freely available online.   Prayers of Intercession adapted from some in © 2002-2020, 
ROOTS for Churches Ltd. All material within this order of worship is reproduced by permission under CCL 1226356  



Address: ‘Amazing Christmas Grace’ 
 

If you think about it, during Advent and Christmas there’s a great deal of amazement 
in the stories we hear, and the stories we tell.  There is something incredible taking 
place leading up to Christ’s birth, that night of wonder in Bethlehem, and in the days 
ahead – and amazement is one of the reactions underpinning all the events.  We have:  
 

 Zechariah and Elizabeth, who are stunned by news of pregnancy, and when Zechariah names 
the baby ‘John’ everyone is stunned (Luke 1:63).   

 The shepherds are filled with wonder, and when they share the news of what they have 
witnessed and experienced, the people they tell are themselves amazed (Luke 2:18). 

 Here in this reading today for the Sunday after Christmas, Simeon and Anna both recognize 
something incredible in the Jesus as a child, and they marvel at the sight.  (Luke 2:28-40) 

 

But did you find it curious in that passage from Luke 2 right at the end, that Mary and Joseph 
were amazed at what was being said about their child?  Even with all the amazement flying 
around, it seems a little strange to me that they were!  After all, according to Luke, an angel visits 
Mary and tells her exactly what’s happening to her and to the whole world; according to 
Matthew it’s Joseph who receives a visitation.  After all the experiences during pregnancy and 
birth, you could legitimately ask – why on earth are the parents shocked, surprised, or amazed 
at what is being said?!    
 

I can only think of three reasons why they might be: firstly, that they weren’t listening properly 
or paying attention when they were being forewarned about these things.  That’s not as daft as 
it sounds – I have been known on occasion myself of not listening quite as carefully as I should 
have been!  Or maybe that they actually didn’t believe the depths of what they were being told.  
So the initial shock of the visitations actually wearing off, and by the time of Jesus being 
presented at the Temple, some of that wonder in the distant background? 
 

Actually, for me neither of these seem particularly plausible.  Yet Luke includes this odd 
sentence.  I wonder if actually, for Mary and Joseph, the amazement of God’s love embodied in 
Jesus, their son, was almost too good to be true, too incredible to take in.  Sometimes news can 
be like that – you hear it, but are still not sure until people tell you several times.  Now that is 
something I do find!  Whether it’s the news of a Brexit deal actually happening, or finally on 4th 
January work on our new premises starting – sometimes reality can take a while to sink in.  
Maybe for Mary and Joseph, they needed that encouragement and affirmation from other 
people like Simeon and Anna, to confirm what was almost too good, too wonderful to be true.    
 

That’s OK for us too.  Sometimes churches can almost ‘require’ people to have watertight faith, 
unshakeable belief, complete certainty…that is not my experience, and when life has great 
peaks of joy, and great depths of sorrow, faith can ebb and flow too.  Faith can be a struggle 
when life is hard, it might also be a struggle if life is going really well and all is fine, and God can 
take a back seat thank you very much!  Faith can also be our foundation of joy, the root of all our 
happiness, and faith can also be our rock and our sustaining force when we’re deeply sad, or 
alone, or anxious.  We can all take comfort from Mary and Joseph’s wonder and amazement!  
 

What Mary and Joseph would find, was that the amazement around Jesus didn’t 
stop. Crowds were amazed at his healing, teaching, kindness; the disciples were 
astounded (confused) most of the time.  Even Jesus’ opponents were too.  Wonder 
in Jesus continued to the cross, the empty tomb, to the gift of the Spirit.  You and I 
are blessed indeed to receive the gift of God’s amazing grace.     


