]
WP EMMANUEL CHURCH — READINGS & CAROLS FOR 20™ DECEMBER 2020

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 20" December 2020.
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom - contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password.

Opening Prayer:

Earth-dwelling God, willing to be made small and vulnerable,
choosing to live with the ordinary people on earth, we come before you in wide-eyed wonder.

We join in with the stars as they sing for joy;
our hearts echo the music of angels which filled the skies on the night of your birth.

With outrageous humility you share our humanity; you are our God made flesh,
revealed among us for all to see. And it takes our breath away.

As we gather again to celebrate your birth and proclaim your love,
may our peace fill our world and joy transcend all fear.

And may we ever find you at one with your people, sharing our pain, making us whole. Amen.

Readings:  God with Us: ‘Creating and Blessing’ — Genesis 1: 1-5, 31
God with Us: ‘Listening and Saving’ — Exodus 6: 2-7a

Hymn: StF 213 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Reading: God with Us: ‘Bringing Power & Peace’ - Isaiah 11: 1-3
Hymn: StF 222 Who Would Think That What Was Needed

Reading: God with Us: ‘The Gracious Giver’ — Luke 1: 26-33

Hymn: StF 193 Born in the Night

Readings:  God with Us: ‘Bringer of Joy’ — Luke 2: 8-15
God with Us: ‘The One We Worship’ — Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11

Prayers for All God’s People and The Lord’s Prayer:

Jesus, whose mother was Mary: we pray for families of all shapes and sizes all over the world.
Especially those separated from a loved on. Lord Jesus, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Jesus, cradled in a manger: we pray those who have no home, and for those who have left
behind all they know. Lord Jesus, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Jesus, sharing the stable with animals: we pray that we might treat the animals, plants, the
land, seas and skies of our world, with kindness and respect. Lord Jesus, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Jesus, worshipped by shepherds and kings: we pray for all kinds of people, all over the world,
that discrimination will end and love will reign. Lord Jesus, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Jesus, our Emmanuel: we pray for those people who especially need to know God is with them
this Christmastime. You know each and every one by name. Lord Jesus, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
AMEN. OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN...

Hymn: StF 190 Angels from the Realm of Glory

Blessing: May the joy, peace, and presence of God be with us while we wait. And may the...

Prayers adapted from those in ‘Winter’ © 2016 ed. Ruth Burgess, Wild Goose Publications. Image freely available online.
All material within this order of worship is reproduced by permission under CCL 1226356



God with Us: ‘Creating and Blessing’ - Genesis 1: 1-5, 31
'In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, *the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. *And God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness.>God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

3'God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it
was very good.

God with Us: ‘Bringing Power & Peace’ - Isaiah 11: 1-3
'A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

*>The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

God with Us: ‘Listening and Saving’ -
Exodus 6: 2-7a

>God spoke to Moses and said, “l am
the Lord. 3| appeared to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob as Almighty God, but
| did not make myself known to them by
my holy name, the Lord. *| also made my
covenant with them, promising to give
them the land of Canaan, the land in
which they had lived as foreigners. > Now
| have heard the groaning of the
Israelites, whom the Egyptians have
enslaved, and | have remembered my
covenant. ®So tell the Israelites that | say
to them, ‘I am the Lord; | will rescue you
and set you free from your slavery to the
Egyptians. | will raise my mighty arm to
bring terrible punishment upon them,
and | will save you.’| will make you my
own people, and | will be your God.

God with Us: ‘The Gracious Giver’ — Luke 1: 26-33
261n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy God sent
the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named
Nazareth.*”He had a message for a young woman
promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who was
a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary. * The
angel came to her and said, “Peace be with you! The Lord
is with you and has greatly blessed you!” 2?Mary was
deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she
wondered what his words meant. 3°The angel said to
her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to
you. 3 You will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 3*He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God
will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, 3*and he
will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end!”

God with Us: ‘The One We Worship’ - Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11
'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, *asking, “Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? 8Then King Herod sent them to
Bethlehem. °They set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. " When they

God with Us: ‘Bringer of Joy’ -
Luke 2: 8-15
8 There were some shepherds in that part
of the country who were spending the
night in the fields, taking care of their
flocks. 2 An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
over them. They were terribly
afraid, °but the angel said to them,
“Don't be afraid! | am here with good
news for you, which will bring great joy
to all the people."This very day in
David's town your Saviour was born -
Christ the Lord!™And this is what will
prove it to you: you will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

BSuddenly a great army of heaven's
angels appeared with the angel, singing
praises to God: ““Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and peace on earth to
those with whom he is pleased!”.
>When the angels went away from them
back into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has told us.”

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. " On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.




