
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 6th December 2020. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Gathering Prayer:  
 

We have heard your call, coming from strange places. 
We have received your gift, calling us into unexpected connections. 
We have been nurtured by your invitation, making friendships along the way. 
We approach you now with humble hearts and expectation, 
knowing you welcome all – stranger and friend.  Amen.  

 

Reading:  Malachi 4:1-6 ‘The Great Day of the Lord’ 
 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread 
down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says 
the Lord of hosts.  4 Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances 
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
 

5 Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. 6 He 
will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so 
that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.  
 

Reading:  2 Peter 3: 3-4,9 ‘The Lord Promises his People’ 
 

3 First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
indulging their own lusts 4 and saying, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since our 
ancestors died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!’  
 

9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

 

Address
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

We pray for those lost in valleys.  MAY THEY BE LIFTED UP. 
For those stuck in the heights.  MAY THEY BE HELPED DOWN. 
For those in barren places.  MAY THEY FIND SHELTER. 
For those in rough places.  MAY THEY HEAR ETERNAL WORDS. 
For those seeking forgiveness.  MAY THEY FIND IT. 
For those seeking apology.  MAY THEY HEAR IT. 
For those waiting for a long time.  MAY THEY FIND PATIENCE IN YOUR PATIENCE. 
For those waiting for renewal.  MAY THERE BE SPRINGS OF GROWTH.   AMEN. 
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME… 
 

Blessing:  May we be awake to God’s coming each and every day.  And may the blessing… 
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Address 
 

According to the Oxford dictionary, “Latin, Adventus, ‘coming’ of Christ. The ecclesiastical season 
immediately before Christmas.  Advent is observed as a penitential season, in preparation not 
only for Christmas but also for the “Second coming of Christ.” 
 

In the Old Testament prophets shared about preparing the way for the Lord, Isaiah 40:3/Malachi 
3:1. The four Gospels and Acts express that John the Baptist prepared the way for the Jesus 
Christ.  Today we will learn about advent, from the book of Malachi 4:1-6. The last thing we read 
in Malachi is the coming of one who will prepare the way for the Lord. We read same in the 
beginning of the N.T. Malachi said it 400 years before the birth of Christ. The Christ’s second 
coming is also mentioned here in 4:1. “Day of the Lord” is mentioned several times in the Bible. 
  
The people of Jerusalem were waiting. The first group of Israelites returned from the exile and 
in Jerusalem they rebuilt the temple and thought that God’s glory would return. They were 
waiting for all the promises of God to be fulfilled and the Messiah to come, set up God’s kingdom 
over the nations and to bring justice and peace for all.  But their hopes were failed because they 
were not being faithful to God.  So they were facing poverty and injustice.  In all four chapters of 
Malachi God accused them again and again.  God said, “If I am a father, where is the honour due 
me?” They did not honour the Lord Almighty; neither did they worship God whole-heartedly.  
They totally forgot the family values. My dear brothers and sisters, what is our situation, where 
we are standing today? We all are facing different challenges, storms, trials and tribulations 
because of Covid-19.  Most of the news is discouraging, and many people are under fear and 
anxiety all the time.  Isaiah says in 64:5-7, “In our sins we have been for a long time, shall we be 
saved? Our righteousness is like filthy rags…you have hidden your face from us…” but we all 
know the encouraging statement of Isaiah 9:2, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great 
light…” We need to remember that this darkness has lasted for 400 years.  The people were 
walking in darkness for 400 years.  There are 400 years between the closing words of God 
through Malachi, and the message of the archangel Gabriel in the New Testament.  God was 
silence, no more prophets, for the long period of time.  You know the beautiful Christmas carol, 
“O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel”, the writer of Hebrews says in 1:1-2, 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” The last verse of the Old Testament is, “… lest I 
come and strike the land with a decree to utter destruction.” My dear brothers and sisters He 
does not do that, the good news is this that God so loved the world, that he gave his one and 
only Son, Jesus Christ and He paid the full price on the cross and said, “It is finished!” We have 
the full assurance of the forgiveness of our sins. God came down to save us all. Word became 
flesh; a son is given to us. Jesus bore the entire curse. He bought us with His precious blood, we 
need to trust on the blood of the lamb, by which we will be found blameless.  The early church 
remembered all of the parables of the Jesus regarding his second coming. 
 

There are some questions we want to ask God especially in this advent. But we don’t 
have the answers. Like us the Early church faced so many persecutions and challenges, 
and discussing why Jesus is not coming? Peter was also being asked the same questions, 
so he told people very clearly in 2-Peter 3:3-4, 9. Advent is also about his second coming, 
this is the time when we need to prepare ourselves for His second coming. Jesus himself 
talked about it and immediately after his ascension two men assured the disciples, “… 
Jesus will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” May God give us 
wisdom to wait for Him patiently and prepare ourselves to celebrate Christmas and His 
second coming.  Amen! 


