
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 22nd November 2020. 
If you are able, join in this service on Zoom – contact Rev. Paul for details of the service, login and password. 

 

Gathering Words: (from Psalm 10) 
 

The Lord is king for ever and ever; the nations shall perish from his land.    

O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart,  
you will incline your ear to do justice for the orphan and the oppressed,  
so that those from earth may strike terror no more. 

 

Opening Prayer:  
 

From seed to shoot, God’s kingdom is coming.  GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
From shoot to branch God’s kingdom is coming. GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
Rooted and growing, God’s kingdom is coming. GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
Flourishing, blossoming, God’s kingdom is coming.  GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
With wisdom and might, God’s kingdom is coming.  GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
With justice and mercy, God’s kingdom is coming.  GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR. 
With righteousness and faithfulness, God’s kingdom is coming. 
GOD’S KINGDOM IS COMING NEAR.  AMEN. 

 

Reading: Luke 23: 33-43 ‘The King of the Jews, the King of Paradise’ 
 

33 When they came to the place called “The Skull,” they crucified Jesus there, and the two 
criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They 
don't know what they are doing.” They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing 
dice. 35 The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders made fun of him: “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!”.  36 The soldiers also 
made fun of him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, 37 and said, “Save yourself 
if you are the king of the Jews!”  38 Above him were written these words: “This is the King of 
the Jews.” 

  
39 One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!”  40 The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You 
received the same sentence he did. 41 Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting 
what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” 42 And he said to Jesus, 
“Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!”  43 Jesus said to him, “I promise you that 
today you will be in Paradise with me.” 

 

Address: ‘Christ the King’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

In quiet reflection, hold in prayer all those in need of God’s kingdom to come close, 
particularly those affected by loss and grief, isolation and separation from loved ones.   
Conclude by saying the Lord’s Prayer in silence or aloud.  OUR FATHER… 

 

Blessing:   May the love of God dwell within us, and flow from us as his people,  
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Address: ‘Christ the King’  
 

As the Sunday before Advent, today is ‘Christ the King’ 
Sunday: a Sunday where, before our preparations for 
Advent and Christmas begin, we acknowledge the majesty, 
power, and supremacy of Jesus Christ.  So to get us thinking 
about Kings, let me show you how four famous Kings were 
described by others in their lifetime. 
 

 B.B. KING – Famous guitarist known as “The King of the Blues” – even in his own lifetime. 
 

 HENRY VIII – “A pig, an ass, a dunghill, the spawn of an adder, a basilisk, a lying buffoon, a mad 
fool with a frothy mouth.”  What a description!  Written by Martin Luther, quoted on p. 46 of A 
History of the Protestant Reformation by William Cobbett. 
 

 BILLIE JEAN KING – Chris Evert once described her as “The wisest human being that I've ever 
met and has vision people can only dream about.” 
 

 MARTIN LUTHER KING – “A really tricky person…I just can't see a picture of him without 
thinking, you know, that man’s terrible”. Jacqueline Kennedy in 1964, as quoted in Jacqueline 
Kennedy: Historic Conversations on Life with John F. Kennedy. 
 

Four Kings there all described in their lifetime.  Sometimes words of praise, sometimes words of 
anger and ridicule.  In the reading we just have had about Jesus on the cross we hear about the 
words written about Jesus and placed on the cross – and as far as we know, these are the only 
words written about Jesus during his lifetime: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” (Luke 23:38).   
All the words of the Gospels, the letters of Paul and the others, they all came in the years and 
even decades which followed.  However, I think we need be in no doubt that these words were 
written dripping in sarcasm and ridicule.  These days on social media people can write criticisms, 
abuse, and vitriol and it’s called ‘trolling’.   It’s dangerously easy – people can write appalling 
things seemingly with anonymity without thinking of the deep hurt they may be causing.  These 
words on the cross were only words of derision, yet contained a deeper truth.     
 

At the beginning of Jesus’ life the Magi were searching for his birthplace, they were looking for 
one born to be the King of the Jews…and here at the end a grim sign hammered into the wood 
that evidences that reality.  Calling Jesus: ‘The King of the Jews’ was intended to insult and mock 
a dying man, but to you and to me, Jesus is indeed King, Jesus is Lord of all, King of us all. 
 

Why?  Because it is Jesus whose words we follow, whose compassion we try and emulate, whose 
mercy makes us marvel, whose justice we pay attention to, and through whom we offer our 
worship, our prayers, our hopes for ourselves and the world.   For each and every need of the 
world that we come across, every issue and concern, every hurt and every loss, the answer will 
come back to the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

Recently The Crown has come back onto our television screens, the story of 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth II through the decades of her monarchy, with all 
the political, economic, military and family events taking place.  The Queen’s 

sense of duty is deeply conveyed in this series, a devotion to whichever task is in 
hand.   Jesus is the one who reveals God’s devotion to his whole creation.  You 
and I, in turn, are called to worship, adore, and serve, our Lord and King.  Amen.  


