
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 1st November 2020. 
If you are able, watch this short service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer:   
 

Almighty God, you are the deepest love and the brightest light in our lives,  
you are ever-present and eternal, unchanging in nature, and creator of all that is. 
We worship you in wonder and bow before you, God of all.    
In humility we come before you, knowing that you reveal yourself in the wonder of creation,  
the beauty of the Word, the life of Jesus Christ, and in the power of the Spirit.   
May we be open to your blessings in our worship today and every day.  Amen.   
 

Reading:  Matthew 5:1-12 ‘The Beatitudes’ 
 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down,  
his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

 3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Address: ‘Saintly Qualities’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Let us pray for the life and witness of the Church, for the world into which God calls us to be 
his saints, for our families, friends and neighbours; and for all who need to know his love. 
Heavenly Father, bless and guide your saints today.  May we be filled with faith to inspire 
others to love and serve you.  Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

We thank you, Lord Jesus, for the courage and inspiration of your saints in every age.  
May we, following their example, seek to be instruments of your peace in the world.   
Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

Holy Spirit, give us the courage to make your love known amongst our family, friends and 
neighbours, that we and they may know the comfort and joy of your presence. 
Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

Eternal God, have mercy on all who are suffering in your world today, through war, violence, 
homelessness, illness or fear.  As you give hope and strength to your saints, bring them the 
knowledge of your power to save and help.  Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
We join our prayers with the whole family of God, saying, as Jesus taught us:  OUR FATHER... 

 

Blessing:   May the peace and blessing of God be upon us all today and forever.    
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Address: ‘Saintly Qualities’ 
 

I wonder which is better: to have lots of letters before your name, or lots of letters after your 
name?  Letters after the name look good on stationery: ‘B.A., MPhil, FRCP…’. Put them on 
noticeboards and they look even bigger!  Before is good too, maybe even better: ‘Dr., Rev., Right 
Honourable’.  If you had a medically trained vicar elected to Parliament, I’ve got no idea what 
you’d call them!   I’m sure someone once told me of a person who proudly used BSc and SSc after 
their name, which stood for ‘Bronze Swimming Certificate’ and ‘Silver Swimming Certificate’!   
 

Today is 1st November: ‘All Saint’s Day’, a day celebrated as such since 9th Century when it was 
called ‘All Hallows’.  A day when we often think of the great and the good – and those with that 
ultimate prefix: Saint.  But saints as we know, come in all shapes and sizes: 
 

 St. Peter – often shown with keys to the gates of heaven, or being crucified upside-down 
 St. Patrick – spread the Gospel in Ireland, legend has it used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. 
 St. Francis – commonly shown in nature, surrounded by birds and animals, compassionate. 
 St. Teresa of Calcutta – known for her incredible work with people affected by poverty 

 

Saints of different eras, skills, gifts, personalities, and all for the different situations that they 
were called to be in.  Maybe thinking about saints today is a good reminder that none of these 
figures ever knew they were going to be called ‘Saint’ one day – it always happened long after 
their life on this earth had come to an end – so none can be accused of deliberately seeking an 
earthly prize.  And it also strikes me that none of them called themselves ‘Saint’ either.  That was 
for someone else to designate; for someone else to say what impact they had on others.  We 
might tempted to display our certificates, letters before or after our names, (and we might have 
to sometimes) but saints we honour didn’t proudly declare themselves such.  I can think of many 
people that I have known both while in ministry and before, whom I would call saints – for their 
care, or faithfulness, or acceptance of others, dedication, or love – and yet not one of them would 
have declared themselves to be a St.!   Perhaps humility might be the first saintly quality of all? 
 

Apparently there are upwards of ten thousand saints in total recognized by the church, and 
particularly the Roman Catholic Church.   I learned recently that Pope John Paul II canonized more 
saints in his time than in the previous 500 years.  I rather like that he did this – I would hope that 
the definition of a saint is sufficiently broad that more people, rather than fewer, might be 
considered suitably worthy!  That seems to me, to be consistent with a gracious, accepting God 
who knows our gifts and qualities, and also our limitations and vulnerability too. 
 

In the Beatitudes in Matthew, Jesus is telling the people present something of the character of 
those who are to be called ‘Blessed/Happy’ – and he offers nine examples.  But we should also 
remember that these are only examples – not one of us could possibly fulfil all nine!  And neither 
do we begin at the first one and work our way down – what a sterile and prescriptive life that 
would lead to.  No – we are called to be true to ourselves, true to the people around us whose 
lives we have an effect upon, and most of all, true to God.  Jesus offers us a glimpse into what 
you might call ‘holiness’ – the characteristic of being as close to God as it is possible to be, in our 
faith and the way we live.  Rather than seeing the saints as having achieved something that we 

never could, or qualities that we could never possess – don’t forget Jesus was 
speaking to ordinary children, women, and men that day.  He speaks to us to 
encourage us to live blessed lives.  I’m going to give the last word to St. Teresa 
of Avila: “May God protect me from gloomy saints” she said!   Amen to that!  
Thanks be to God for all the ‘Humble’ and ‘Happy’ saints who enrich our lives 
today, wherever they may be, by their example of holiness.  Amen. 


