
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 25th October 2020. 
If you are able, watch this short service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer:   
 

Let us worship the Christ: WHO DRAWS NEAR TO EACH OF US. 
Let us praise the Christ: WHO LOVES THE WORST AMONG US.  
Let us bless the Christ: WHO SHARES WITH THE LEAST AMONG US. 
Let us glorify the Christ: WHO INTERCEDES FOR ALL AMONG US  
IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE FATHER.  AMEN. 
 

Reading:  1 Corinthians 3:5-17 ‘God’s servants, building together’ 
 

5 What then is Apollos?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord 
assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  7 So neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 The one 
who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labour of each. 9 For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. 
 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. 11 For no 
one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw – 13 the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. 14 If what has been 
built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If the work is burned, the 
builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire.  16 Do you not know 
that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s 
temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 

Address: ‘You’re a Real Brick’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

God who makes the sun rise and the rain to fall, hear the prayers of your people.  We give 
thanks for the beautiful earth, your gift to us to use as our home.  May we care for it well.   
Give your people strength, O God, to build your kingdom, here and now. 
  

We pray for all who work for peace, working to bring reconciliation among those who see 
themselves as enemies.  May we model peace in the lives we live with our families and friends. 
Give your people strength, O God, to build your kingdom, here and now. 
 

We pray for all who are in any way enslaved, who suffer discrimination, injustice,  
and for all those who work for their freedom.   May we never accept such harm to others.  
Give your people strength, O God, to build your kingdom, here and now. 
 

We pray for all who are unwell…and all who care for them, treat them, listen to them, accept 
them.  May we share in your ministry, Lord, of healing and compassion.  
Give your people strength, O God, to build your kingdom, here and now.  Amen. Our Father… 

 

Blessing:   May the peace and blessing of God be upon us all today and forever.    
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Address: ‘You’re a Real Brick’  
 

Paul writes beautifully in this piece of his first Letter to the church in 
Corinth.  And this opening part is full of the imagery of bricks and walls, 
foundations and buildings.  Did you notice how Paul moves the metaphor around – so don’t 
worry if you ended the reading slightly muddled!  Sometimes the church is called the field of 
people, sometimes the church is God’s building, sometimes the church as God’s Temple.  That’s 
one of the good things about YouTube, you can go back and listen to the reading again if it helps!   
 

As many of you will know, we’ve had plenty going on in the last few years with regards to bricks 
and buildings, selling two, demolishing one, and we’re hoping that very soon work will start on 
Upperton Road.  Let me show you a couple of bricks that I keep in my office at home: 
 

This one was the first brick to come off the Upperton Church the day before 
demolition began, handed to me by Paul Goodenough, the Director of Sovereign.  It 

marked the ending of much in that place, but also the beginning of a new phase of life 
too, one that is still coming to fruition now.  This other brick was used to break into Greenfield in 
2016, smashing glass and wood and creating a real mess.  Amazing isn’t it, how you can have one 
brick used to destroy, and basically the same brick that marks a new beginning, a new sort of 
building – and not one that just looks differently to the old one, but reflects that it’s a 
new church inhabiting the space: a united one, a changing one, and one which will have 
an impact on the community around for a long, long time to come. 
 

I like Paul’s first image the best – the church as being the people. “For we are God’s servants, 
working together; you are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Cor 3:9).   The people may have different 
gifts, different parts to play, but they all are united in the same purpose: working for God.  There 
was an ancient King of Sparta called Lycurgus.  (Not the Gerard Butler one from the film 300 – 
that was Leonidas.  Think Leonidas with less well-defined abs!).  Lycurgus was once walking 
around Sparta with visiting ally and was questioned about the absence of defensive walls around 
his city.  Lycurgus pointed at his soldiers: “There are Sparta’s walls…and every man is a brick!” 
 

We need all sorts of bricks in God’s world today:  We need bricks who continue to visit and shop 
and care for those who are isolated.  We need bricks who work 24/7 for vaccines and treatments 
to come through.  We need bricks who speak out in favour of meal vouchers for children on free 
school meals so they get a proper meal in the holidays.  We need bricks who will not keep silent 
when racism or homophobia surfaces; bricks who lift our mood when we feel low or sad.   
 

What sort of brick are you?  What part do you play?  Just as bricks pretty much look and feel the 
same, but have their little differences, I like the way Paul stresses how each one of us has our 
own gifts: Paul himself started the church at Corinth, but Apollos’ work was to help it flourish 
after Paul had moved on.   Living a life of faith, trying to follow Jesus’ way, doesn’t mean all 
having to have the same gifts, do the same job, the same way, not even as well as the next 
person: but using our gifts accordingly for the glory of God.    
 

It takes a great deal for a wall to come down.  We know that at Emmanuel for sure, so do our 
brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Elizabeth’s on Victoria Drive!  When we are strong, together, 
connected to one another, and in the right place…then we can do great things as the people of 
God.  Firmly together as one, we can weather some serious storms – even pandemics – and still 
be a blessing by our prayers, by our Foodbank collections, Christmas toys, but the work of Jenny 
Wren, through our pastoral care.   May we be ‘real bricks’ and bless one another in these days of 
trouble, and may we be strong and enduring in all we face, for the love of God.  


