
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 18th October 2020. 
If you are able, watch this short service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer:   
 

Creator God, for our world of beauty and plenty, we praise you! 
For the earth, the seas, the plants, the animals and all the wonders of the universe! 
We stand before you in awe and wonder at your generosity in all that you have created. 
May we worship you in Spirit and in Truth.  Amen.   
 

Redeemer God, have mercy on us for our over-consumption of the world’s resources,  
for our lack of responsibility in devastating the habitats of your creatures, our thoughtlessness 
in filling the world with our rubbish, and which desecrate your creation.    We confess these 
things knowing you will hear our words, and will heal our hearts by your blessed mercy.  Amen.   
 

Reading:  Matthew 22:15-22 ‘The Question about Paying Taxes’ 
 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?’ 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then 
he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21 They answered, ‘The 
emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things 
that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ 22 When they 
heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

Address: ‘Life and Taxes’ 
 

A Trinitarian Prayer for One World Week and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Thank you, God our Father: for all the wonders of the world you have created for us to inhabit; 
for the all the people of the world around us: those that guide us, love us and help us in this 
time of need; for people who lead us, who work in health care, everyone who shares their 
gifts and talents to help us come together to make our world a better place. 
 

We remember you, Lord Jesus Christ: your words and actions that inspire us to love God and 
our neighbour.  We pray that you will remain with us always encouraging us to care and love 
the world around us.  Remind us to persevere in carrying out good works and call us to be 
people of welcome offering your hospitality to all people everywhere.   Help us come together 
to make our world a better place.  
 

Holy Spirit of Hope: we ask for your gifts of courage and knowledge to deepen our 
understanding of the needs of others; for fortitude to endure the difficulties of our situation; 
for awe and wonder to see a future beyond our reach; for wisdom and humility to recognise 
ourselves as participants in your loving creative vision.  Help us come together to make our 
world a better place.   
 

Father, Son, Spirit: bless all we offer you, every gift and grace.  Amen.  Our Father… 
 

Blessing:   May the peace and blessing of God be upon us all today and forever.  Amen.   
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Address: ‘Life and Taxes’ 
 

Great reading today!  Drama, tension, malice, and ill-feeling simmering beneath 
the surface too.  It’s like a Biblical version of PMQs, or better still, maybe a classic interview by a 
John Humphrys or Jeremy Paxman trying to back their victim into a corner from which there is 
no escape.  Jesus’ questioners are smacking their lips as they try and trick him into choosing a 
side – a real ‘heads I win, tails you lose’ scenario.  If Jesus says: ‘Tell you what, let’s have an 
eleventh commandment: Thou Shalt Pay Your Taxes’ – the common people will hate him for it.  
If Jesus says: ‘Come to think of it, my fellow Judeans, stuff Caesar: stop paying taxes now’, he 
could be accused of inciting revolution, and the Romans would come down on them like a ton of 
bricks.  Which, incidentally is exactly what happened in between 66-70AD when there was a 
Jewish revolt against Roman occupation, at least partially caused by anger at local taxation.   
 

Jesus, therefore, steers a middle course between these two extremes; he refuses to split the 
sacred and secular, or to be pulled into suggesting Caesar’s demands are greater than God’s, or 
to suggest anarchy in Judea is needed.  Sometimes in debates – perhaps especially political or 
economic ones, the middle ground can be a fudge…though Jesus’ response is anything but. 
 

I don’t know about you but since the lockdown I haven’t used physical money for ages.  Touching 
money and passing it on seems like a generally bad idea, and no, this isn’t yet another plug for 
switching your offertory to Standing Order!   I pay for things by card now, even small items, I 
probably haven’t even looked at the images on our coinage for weeks.  It’s interesting that Jesus 
tells the people to look at the denarius, the tax-coin and the image on it – Caesar of course.  In 
telling them to pay what’s due to Caesar Jesus beautifully limits what Caesar gets – ‘give this to 
Caesar, because this is all Caesar’s getting’.  But the most important verse in this whole encounter 
is when Jesus says: “Give…to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21).  Do you remember 
In Genesis it says: “God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).  The entire person who is made in the image of God, 
belongs to God.   Jesus’ words point to a reality that our worship, our obedience, and our love of 
God actually outweigh all other demands on us – because God has a claim of love upon us that 
transcends anything else.   
 

This short encounter reinforces for us today that yes, we can and should pay our taxes, our NI 
contributions, our VAT as a part of our contribution to the society in which we live.   (Thinking of 
taxes, I tried to get Dominic Cummings on the worship today to provide a view on local taxation 
but, sadly, he was not available).   And yes, taxes should be fair, proportionate: those who have 
little or nothing shouldn’t pay, those who have more should pay more.  That’s really not meant 
to be a politically loaded statement, just common sense.  But also, because our higher calling is 
to live as God’s loved children, we retain the right to disagree, protest, and fight for change when 
economic systems perpetuate injustice or poverty.  In 2004 the World Council of Reformed 
Churches met in Ghana and made a powerful statement that became known as ‘The Accra 
Confession’: “We believe the economy exists to serve the dignity and wellbeing of people in 
community, within the bounds of the sustainability of creation.” 1.  That’s as true now as then! 
 

In these days, we should try and avoid be pulled into extremes of political or 
economic views that tend to bypass reason and fairness in favour of soundbites 
or dogmatics.   It is possible to hold a reasoned and reasonable response to the 
world around us, rooted in love of God and love of neighbour.  We can 
negotiate our way through these times we are in – but to my mind there’s no 
doubt we’ll do it better if we remember in whose image we are made, and to 

whom not only we belong – but our brothers and sisters all around the world.  


