
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 11th October 2020. 
If you are able, watch this short service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome  
 

Opening Prayer:   
 

God of creation, Source of all being, the heavens declare your glory and the earth is your 
handiwork.  For the diverse beauty of all you have made; WE OFFER YOU OUR PRAISE. 
 

God of salvation, Eternal Word, you came amongst your people, and made yourself vulnerable 
to the risky business of human living.  WE OFFER YOU OUR PRAISE. 
 

God of life, Holy Spirit, you move in the church and in the world, calling the least and the lost 
into a deeper fellowship of love.  WE OFFER YOU OUR PRAISE. 
 

God of all grace, accept our praise, and help us to live as your people in the world.  AMEN. 
 

Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9 ‘A Heavenly Banquet’ 
 

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 
spread over all nations; 8 he will swallow up death for ever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away 
the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for 
the Lord has spoken.  9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us.  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation.  
 

Address: ‘Bagels and Banquets’ 
 

Prayer of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Let us pray 
God of love and compassion; we lay our broken world at your feet.  
Our world continues to be dominated by fear and hate; people are oppressed 
by those who seek power for themselves with little thought for the needs of others.  
 

We think for our towns and communities, many of which are fragmented and divided. 
Diversity brings richness and strength to our communities, but some use this to promote  
fear and hatred.  Show us how we can live together, in new life and hope for the future. 
 

We think of those whose lives have been broken, through sorrow and grief, illness,  
and fractured relationships.  For those affected by virus whether affecting their body, mind, or 
their income.  May the gift of your healing grace bring a new sense of purpose and love to each.  
 

We draw our prayers of intercession to a close by saying aloud or in our mind these words: 
ALMIGHTY GOD, GIVE US HEARTS OF COMPASSION SO THAT WE CAN BLESS THOSE WHOM 
WE MEET.  HELP US TO BRING PEACE AND COMFORT TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DISTRESS.  
 

MAY YOUR SPIRIT GIVE US LIFE AND STRENGTH AND SHOW US HOW WE CAN SHARE  
GOD’S LOVE, JOY AND PEACE AND BE TRUE SERVANTS OF CHRIST.   AMEN.   OUR FATHER… 

 

Blessing:   May your grace, love and peace, inspire and strengthen us now,  
     and in the days to come.  In Jesus’ name we ask this.  Amen. 
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Address: ‘Bagels and Banquets’ 
 

At the start of the lockdown when the supermarket shelves were 
empty, you couldn’t get a bag of flour for love nor money.  I’m glad that, 
even though the pandemic continues, the panic-buying seems to have 
stopped.  It was ‘Bread Week’ this week on The Great British Bake-Off, though to be honest most 
of the creations invented by the bakers didn’t really look like bread as I know it.  If you don’t 
believe me check out Paul Hollywood’s rainbow-coloured bagels on the Bake-Off website!  If you 
take your food and nutrition seriously, you may be slightly appalled at the heavenly banquet in 
Isaiah, with all the references to rich food, marrow, and strong wine.  I am not sure what Paul 
and Pru would make of this – though they’d probably love it!   It’s probably best if we take Isaiah’s 
menu figuratively rather than literally!  It’s a rather beautiful passage all the same, painting 
picture of a time when suffering and death will be no more: there will only be peace and joy.   
 

Considering how inventive we can be with foods, and how Isaiah waxes lyrical about the glorious 
banquet yet to come, for Christians there is something very important about the sheer simplicity 
of the bread and wine we share in Holy Communion.  In fact, you could say the profound meaning 
is completely disproportionate to the reality of just a bit of bread and a tiny cup of fluid: these 
elements remind us of the meal Jesus had with his friends before his death.  And what friends 
they turned out to be: some were tired and fell asleep; some denied they knew him; some took 
money to hand him over to the authorities.  Yet this simple meal created a connection between 
Jesus and the disciples as he told them to give thanks and remember him whenever they broke 
bread and poured wine.   It was as if in this meal Jesus reconciled his friends to himself – in spite 

of all their faults and failings – and in a sense for us now, breaking bread 
and sharing wine signifies reconciliation for us too.  Somehow, at this table 
Christ creates communion for us with Him.  Jesus’ gifts are far more than 
just risen dough and grape-juice – they symbolize his self-offering to us.  
Jesus offering to each one of us is forgiveness, peace, and life in all its 
fullness – life that even transcends death, as Isaiah was envisaging too. 

 

Whether its communion, or coffee after the service, or a big family meal, coming together for 
food and drink is so intrinsically natural, it’s been a great loss during lockdown not being able to 
share as we normally would.  At one level it’s sociable and good company to eat together; at 
another level it brings reconciliation, gathering people together friendship, fellowship, mutual 
support, just to have fun.  We miss not having tea and coffee after worship, not having a Harvest 
lunch, not being able to meet in the way we would want to.  We must spare a thought for our 
hospitality sector too – it must be an incredibly difficult time for every café, pub and restaurant 
not knowing what’s going to happen, with restriction after restriction to cope with.     
 

In these days of disruption of our usual routines, gatherings, shared food and drink, Isaiah says 
something very important to us.  I love the way that when referring to the heavenly things to 
come, Isaiah emphasizes that this is for everyone.  This banquet is for “all peoples”; the shroud 
of grief is to be lifted for everyone, and “tears from all faces” will be wiped away.  Jesus would 
have known these words from Isaiah when he told the Parable of the Wedding Banquet in 
Matthew 22, when the servants are told to “invite everyone you can find” (Matthew 22:9).  Jesus 
makes clear: the gifts of God are for all. So too Isaiah suggests God does this for everyone: no 
restrictions, no limitations, for all people.  It’s a good reminder to us not to over-complicate the 
good news inherent in the Gospel, and not to make the good news less accessible than it should 
be.  For at the heart of all this is Jesus Christ, sharing a simple, basic meal with friends – even us: 
gathering, accepting and and loving all without restraint.  So in the words of the prophet: “let us 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation” (Isaiah 25:9). 


