
 EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 4th October 2020. 
If you are able, watch this short service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome  
 

Opening Prayer:   
 

Praise to the Lord our God who made the earth and the sea and the skies:  
WE PRAISE GOD, WHOSE STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES FOR EVER! 
Praise to the Lord our God who quells the storm and calms our fears.  
WE PRAISE GOD, WHOSE STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES FOR EVER!  
Praise to the Lord our God who gathers each and every one of us in love.   
WE PRAISE GOD, WHOSE STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES FOR EVER! 
 

Reading:  Acts 27: 14-26 ‘Words in a Storm’ 
 

14 Soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, rushed down from Crete. 15 Since the ship was caught and 
could not be turned with its head to the wind, we gave way to it and were driven. 16 By running under 
the lee of a small island called Cauda we were scarcely able to get the ship’s boat under control. 17 After 
hoisting it up they took measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis, 
they lowered the sea-anchor and so were driven. 18 We were being pounded by the storm so violently 
that on the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard, 19 and on the third day with their own 
hands they threw the ship’s tackle overboard. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, 
and no small tempest raged, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. 
 

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, ‘Men, 
you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this damage and 
loss. 22 I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of 
the ship. 23 For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
worship, 24 and he said, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and indeed, God 
has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.” 25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have 
faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 26 But we will have to run aground on some island.’ 
 

Address: ‘Hate to Say I Told You So’ 
 

Prayer of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Compassionate God, whose love guides us through all that we face,  
we bring to you our prayers for ourselves, those we love, and for your fragile world. 
 

We pray for all those who are overwhelmed: by grief, by sickness, by the trauma of events 
faced by person and country at this time.  For those overwhelmed by anxiety or uncertainty, 
especially about income, home, work, getting through each day.  Grant to each heart, your 
healing and hope. 
 

We pray for all those who lead us through the crises of modern life: for people in positions of 
power and decision-making, for people with responsibility for schools and hospitals, surgeries, 
businesses and charities.  Grant to each heart, your wisdom in good measure.  May you, Lord, 
speak through them, to those they serve. 
 

We pray for ourselves, especially when we feel hapless or helpless, off course or in danger of 
running aground.  Grant to our hearts the courage to face our fears, and to take the risk to 
carry your message of hope and power to the world around us.   Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Address: ‘Hate to Say I Told You So’ 
 

This is a great piece of Acts, coming almost at the end of the whole book.  
All of a sudden, we have The Tempest, Titanic, and a little bit of The Poseidon 
Adventure, all rolled into one.  It’s a familiar, dramatic story of shipwreck, 
survival, and fortunately, ultimate salvation. This last journey of Paul’s in 

Acts enables him to make it to Rome, and to undertake all the work God needed him to do there.  
 

Now, in a crisis, there is nothing worse than someone saying: ‘I told you so’ or ‘I knew that would 
happen’.  Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous detective Sherlock Holmes had the good sense to say to 
Watson on one occasion “It is easy to be wise after the event”, but the temptation is often to 
claim 100% foresight.  Sadly, Paul falls into this trap.  With the ship drifting aimlessly for days and  
supplies exhausted he says: “You should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete” (Acts 

27:21).  ‘Well thank you, St. Paul’, I am sure they were thinking, ‘that’s a great weight off my mind!’. 
 

And on top of the completely-unhelpful “I told you so” Paul then finishes his speech about what’s 
going to happen with the stunningly helpful… “But we will have to run aground on some island.” 
(Acts 27:26).  Goodness me, doesn’t Paul know that you never finish a speech with bad news?   
Couldn’t he have said: ‘The bad news is we’re going to run aground on a desert island…the good 
news is we’ll probably find our favourite book, music, and a luxury item waiting for us when we 
get there’.       
 

In our crisis today we have leaders who sometimes inspire us with words of wisdom and clarity, 
and sometimes leaders who confuse us, and those who sometimes depress us.  While we should 
keep our expectations realistic – which one of us would want to be judged by the same 
standards? – the impact of badly-chosen words can be appalling.  This week Trump’s thoughtless 
words “Stand back and stand by” to a known white-supremacist group – while not surprising – 
only legitimises racism and increases tension.  The Presidential debate was frankly anything but 
presidential.  And in case you think I am US-bashing, we’ve got our own problems in the UK too.  
Sir Chris Whitty and Sir Patrick Vallance have been called ‘Gloom and Doom’ or ‘Glum and 
Glummer’ in some media outlets…but it strikes me that they stick to the facts, the figures and 
give us clear information.  It’s then up to the government to make policy and us to abide by it – 
and I’ll leave it to you to how successfully you think either of those to things are happening.  
 

So what about us?   It’s all very well having a go at those in the public eye, but what about what 
we say, how we express ourselves?   Maybe we can learn a little from St. Paul here.  In his crisis 
he told the people: “I urge you now to keep up your courage…last night there stood by me…God 
to whom I belong and whom I worship…do not be afraid” (Acts 27:22-24).   Paul knows that hope 
and courage are important, and that God brings both to those who open their hearts to him.   The 
storm may persist, the ship may run aground, but God doesn’t hide behind the clouds in a crisis.  
God’s spirit is with us and God’s gifts to us can see us through great hardship and great trauma.  
In fact, you could say only the love of God will see us through.   If our starting point is the love of 
God – receiving it, sharing it – then we’ll endure this crisis with hope.  We will then make sure our 
most vulnerable are prioritized, poorer nations are not left struggling alone, that we resource 
and respect those who care, teach, heal, and that we play our part in whatever way we can.   
 

Do you know what the last verse is of Acts 27? “And so it was that all were 
brought safely to land”.  Aren’t we blessed to have standing by us, a God of 
grace, who never says: “I told you so!”, and who instead breathes words into 
our hearts, of peace and hope and courage for us all.    


