
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR 20TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 20th September 2020. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Opening Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer: We praise you, Lord, for all that you are, 
for the creation that is yours, for its beauty, wonder, diversity and richness. 
We praise you for your presence and comfort, your steadfastness that 
perseveres with us, faltering disciples and failing followers. 
We praise you that, day by day, you amaze and enrich us  
and reveal yourself in new and unexpected ways. 
We praise you that you are the same yesterday, today and for ever – and yet forever new. 
O Lord our God, you are indeed, from the depth of our being, highly to be praised.  Amen.   

 

Reading:  Matthew 20: 1-16 ‘The Workers in the Vineyard’ 
 

1 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this.  Once there was a man who went out early in the morning to 
hire some men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them the regular wage, a silver coin a day, 
and sent them to work in his vineyard. 3 He went again to the marketplace at nine o’clock and saw 
some men standing there doing nothing, 4 so he told them, ‘You also go and work in the vineyard, 
and I will pay you a fair wage.’ 5 So they went. Then at twelve o’clock and again at three o’clock he 
did the same thing. 6 It was nearly five o’clock when he went to the marketplace and saw some other 
men still standing there. ‘Why are you wasting the whole day here doing nothing?’ he asked 
them. 7 ’No one hired us,’ they answered. ‘Well, then, you go and work in the vineyard,’ he told them. 
 

8 “When evening came, the owner told his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
starting with those who were hired last and ending with those who were hired first.’ 9 The men who 
had begun to work at five o’clock were paid a silver coin each. 10 So when the men who were the first 
to be hired came to be paid, they thought they would get more; but they too were given a silver coin 
each. 11 They took their money and started grumbling against the employer. 12 ’These men who were 
hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘while we put up with a whole day’s work in the hot sun 
– yet you paid them the same as you paid us!’ 13 ’Listen, friend,’ the owner answered one of them, ‘I 
have not cheated you. After all, you agreed to do a day’s work for one silver coin. 14 Now take your 
pay and go home. I want to give this man who was hired last as much as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have 
the right to do as I wish with my own money? Or are you jealous because I am generous?’”  16 And 
Jesus concluded, “So those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be last.” 
 

Address: ‘The God of Grace and Favour’ 
 

Prayer of Intercession: 
 

Eternal, ever-living, ever-present God, in the struggles and joys of this day, we pray: 
for those who are overburdened, demoralised or fearful; those who are rejected,   
because of what life has thrown at them…God of Grace, be with them. 
For those engulfed in pain or anguish, those facing illness and death…God of Grace be with them. 
For those troubled in mind and spirit, who find no peace or calm…God of Grace, be with them. 
For those alone and lonely, without friend or comfort… God of Grace, be with them. 
For those afraid and bewildered, who see purpose in their lives…God of Grace, be with them. 
Eternal, ever-living God, bless them all in this and every hour, in this and every step of life’s 
journey.  May the God of Grace be with them, and be with us all.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Address: ‘The God of Grace and Favour’ 
 

What a terrific Bible passage!  In the earliest days of the church this reading was called  
‘Gospel in nuce’ – ‘The Gospel in a nutshell’!  Why?  Because it says everything about the love 
 and mercy of God.  Forget earthly standards of justice, fairness – this is a parable about  
God’s kingdom and the sheer grace of God.  Grace that is quite undeserved, that doesn’t  
make rational sense, seems unfair even…but is amazing nonetheless.    
 

It was British Farming Day recently, and the and contribution of farmers was recognized –  
and goodness me, haven’t we needed them keeping our supermarket shelves stocked in this 
time?   In Jesus’ parable, however, we seem to have the worst farmer in the history of global 
agriculture.  He needs workers for his vineyard, but his planning is just awful.  The day’s work 
would start at sunrise, but he ends up going to the marketplace for labour four times.  What on 
earth is he doing?  Can’t blame EU red tape for that one!  When last group are chosen it’s already 
late, and they’ve got to get to the vineyard…what a waste of time.  Also, he agrees a price for 
the first group of workers, but doesn’t tell the second, third, or fourth group what the wage will 
be.  Personally, I’d want a written contract too, not just word of mouth – it’s a recipe for conflict.  
This farmer is fortunate that trades unions and employment tribunals didn’t exist then. 
 

And what about the group of workers taken on at 5:00pm?  The Vineyard Owner asks them what 
are they doing still there and the rather pathetic answer is: ‘no-one hired us’.  The implication is 
that this last group are the least useful: maybe they’re too old to work hard, maybe they’re too 
sick to work well, maybe they’re too lazy or have overslept.  The Owner’s biggest mistake, I 
reckon, was paying them first in front of all the others…if he was going to pay them all the same 
at least pay off the others first and get rid of them so they can’t be outraged!  Jesus says: ‘The 
Kingdom of heaven is like this”.  Is it?  Because it’s not looking great so far.   Frankly the whole 
set up is a bit of a shambles.  Did someone say this is Gospel in a nutshell?  Is it?  Yes!   Because…  
 

 The God I believe in, for me has to have a place for everyone, and not just a few.  If God is love 
and loving, then my God can’t only reward the early birds, ‘cradle Christians’, or ‘born-again-
ers’ (which isn’t a real word!) or whoever: it’s all of us.   
 

 The God I believe in, for me has to show mercy, forgiveness, blessing for everyone, and not just 
a few.  If God is merciful and forgiving, then my God can’t only be that way to some – to ‘holy’ 
people or ‘do-gooders’…for which one of us would be worthy of it?  Not me!  Not one of us!  
God’s blessing comes to each group in turn: it’s all of us. 
 

 The God I believe in, for me, has to reach out to everyone – even those at the end of the line.  
Nobody wanted that last group and we might wonder why.  But to the Farmer they were 
precious, important, and worthy of blessing.  God is passionate and longs for all his people. 

 

Jesus is talking about the Kingdom of Heaven, but I think that we can demonstrate God’s grace 
this way in the here and now.  In our economy, we celebrate ‘Zero-hour’ contracts for their 
flexibility, and overlook the disadvantage it places so many workers in.  We often value people’s 
worth only by what they produce, contribute to the economy: at this time, yet millions are 
unemployed or are at risk of becoming so.  High-skilled, high-earning workers from abroad are 
sought after…traumatized refugees and asylum-seekers are not: we’re desperate to turn their 
boats around and send them away.   We should be ashamed of ourselves.  Jesus is not offering a 
comprehensive economic blueprint for the 21st Century…he’s giving us something far more 
important.  Through his life and teaching, we know more of what God is like, more of our own 
human nature and value, and how we can live in our world today as people full of grace to share.  


