
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR 9TH AUGUST 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 9th August 2020. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Welcome and Opening Prayers:  
 

God of the earth and the waves, we praise you that you more than meet all our needs. 
You call us out from our security to experience your adventures and blessings. 
You don’t want us to be like a becalmed ship, or stuck in the harbour. 
You want us out in the deep water, living life in your world to the full –  
and we praise you that you’ll be with us every moment.   AMEN. 
 

God of the earth and the waves,  
I’m sorry for the times I take my eyes off you, and seek to do things in my own strength.   
I’m sorry for the times I doubt that you’re stronger than my weakness.  
Lord, I pray that you will forgive my doubts and hesitations.  Show me your loving presence, 
especially when I most need it, and teach me to trust in you at all times.  AMEN.   
The Lord forgives you, forgives me, and calls us by name to follow him again. THANKS BE TO GOD.  
 

Reading:  Matthew 14: 22-33 ‘Jesus Walks on the Water’ 
 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain 
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 

battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking towards them on 
the lake. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they 
were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.’ 

 

28 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29 He said, 
‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 

 

Address: ‘Faith from Fear’ 
 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer: an offertory prayer will also be said on the video worship. 
 

Saviour God, in places where there is shock and fear for the future – BRING YOUR PEACE. 
Saviour God, in homes where there is suffering and distress of any kind – BRING YOUR HEALING. 
Saviour God, in hospitals and hospices, where there is pain or panic – BRING YOUR COURAGE.   
Saviour God, in our streets, where there is trouble or violence – BRING YOUR RECONCILIATION.   
 

Saviour God, to our lives, in the midst of all we experience whether joyful or fearful,  
BRING YOUR LOVING PRESENCE, THAT WE MAY BE FILLED WITH YOUR HOPE AND JOY.  AMEN. 

 

Blessing:   May the love and power of God go with us today and every day.  May the blessing of  
  God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, AMEN. 
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Address: ‘Faith from Fear’ 
 

Have you heard the one about Jürgen Klopp, Jose Mourinho and Sir Alex 
Ferguson deciding to go fishing together one day?  So there they were, in 
a boat on the middle of a lake, when they realized they had forgotten their packed lunch.  Jose 
Mourinho says “I’m starving, I’m going to go get a sandwich.” So up he gets, walks across the 
water to the shore and gets his lunchbox.  Jürgen Klopp decides he feels hungry too.  So, up he 
gets, walks across the water to the side.  Lastly, Sir Alex Ferguson thinks he’ll join the others too, 
he steps out of the boat, promptly falls in, and starts splashing everywhere.  Mourinho looks at 
Klopp and says, “Do you think we should have told him about the stepping stones?”  Klopp 
looked at him and said: “What stepping stones?”  Only a Liverpool fan could tell that one! 
 

It’s an old joke with the names changed.  Well, Jesus walking on water is an older Bible story, and 
a rather great one too.  It’s full of drama, high emotion, mystery, unpredictability, but also 
predictability too – of course Peter was going to sink!  And if my joke had a ropey punchline at 
the end, Matthew is far more skilled than I, delivering a line that concludes such a miracle 
perfectly, replacing fear with faith and worship: “Those in the boat worshipped him, saying, 
‘Truly you are the Son of God.’” (Matthew 14:33).  I just want to draw two things from this miracle 
which I think are important for you and I today.  
 

The first is that Jesus’ presence there doesn’t mean the water is immediately calm and smooth: 
it’s still a nightmare – wind, waves, the boat is battered.  The Greek word used is ‘βασανιζω’ 
which basically means the boat is ‘tortured’ by the waves.  For Matthew, the saving presence of 
God does not mean that there are never any storms, or always calm seas, but that it is possible 
to experience the saving presence of God in the storms.  
 

I hope and pray that the saving presence of God is present in Beirut now: that the city which has 
been blown apart is a place where the love of God may be.  For those who are mourning, for 
those who are shocked, for those who are angry, for those who are responsible.  That violent, 
horrific blast was awful to see…now must be a time of healing, justice, rebuilding, and co-
operation between people and countries surrounding Lebanon.  God’s saving presence, I would 
suggest can take many forms, and again and again can be detected in loving lives.  Our storms of 
late may take a very different form – no giant explosion, but we’re all having to cope with stresses 
and difficulties which are difficult and persistent.  In our storms, God’s saving presence is to be 
found – so never forget this, and reach out to the God who reaches out to you.   
 

Secondly, if this miracle says something to us about fear, it says something about faith, too.  I 
rather like the way that the waves are only calmed near the end and not earlier.  It would almost 
be unsatisfactory if the disciples were ‘wowed’ earlier, joyfully worshipped and confessed Jesus 
as Lord, and then, only then, found waves and wind calmed as if some reward for having 
incredibly profound faith.  No!  Instead, we have a glimmer of faith from Peter, a mixture of hope, 
doubt, belief, trepidation (which is a pretty good definition of faith actually) and with this shred 
of faith Peter and the others come to find peace.  Jesus overcomes not just the wind and the 
waves but brings comfort and reassurance to doubting minds and troubled hearts.  
 

There’s been lots of rescues at sea just lately: the ten-year-old lying on his back for hours and 
picked by the RNLI; the sailors on the island with the S.O.S. in huge 
letters on the sand.  Whether its Beirut or Brighton, each and every 
one of us will at some time another need rescuing.  And in Jesus Christ 
we have a saviour who tells us not to be afraid in the storm, and to live 
our lives in the knowledge of God’s everlasting love for us all.          


