
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR 2ND AUGUST 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 2nd August 2020. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Gathering Prayer:  
 

Lord God, we are here today to worship, to learn, to pray.  Grant us time and space  
to rest in your presence, to accept all that you would have us receive.   

May we always hunger to be near you, as you always desire to be close to us. 
When our worship in this moment comes to an end, may your love for us continue 
throughout this day and always, that we may be nourished by life in all its fulness.  Amen.   

 

Reading:  Matthew 14: 13-21 ‘5000 are fed’ 
 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went 
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it 
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.’ 16 Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat.’ 17 They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ 18 And he said, ‘Bring 
them here to me.’ 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they 
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Address: ‘Miraculous Wheat…Yeast…now Bread!’ 
 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer: spend some time looking at this painting ‘The 5000’ by Eularia Clarke:   
 

Consider the ordinariness of this scene: the fellowship 
of children and families eating, drinking, playing.   
Can you see the fish ‘n’ chips, flasks of tea, bikes and 
babies?  A big park picnic if ever there was one – but 
also worship too; note the pulpit in the corner, 
preacher, and the open book.   
 

Reflect on how, even in lockdown, we are gathered 
together by God into community, in many ways. Pray 
for those around you in your homes, in your street and 
in Eastbourne.  For those you are in community with 
who are much farther afield: brothers and sisters in 
Christ across the globe; people who are in need far 
away but who are just like us – and who are God’s just 
as much as we are.  May God bless all the prayers we 
offer to him.  Amen.  
 

Blessing:  May the love and power of God go with us today and every day.  And may the 
blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, AMEN. 

 

Address and Prayers © 2020 Paul Tabraham. ‘The 5000’ by Eularia Clarke (1914-1970), 1962, Oil on canvas, Methodist Modern Art Collection, © Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes. All other images freely available online.  All material within this order of worship is reproduced by permission under CCL 1226356  

http://www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk/


 

Address: ‘Miraculous Wheat…Yeast…now Bread!’  
 

For those of you doing ‘Zoom’ quizzes I can recommend a good Bible trivia  
question: which is the only miracle to be found in all four Gospels?  I don’t know how you’ve done 
it but you’ve guessed it!   – it’s the ‘Feeding of the 5000’.   So a miracle of great importance for 
sure.  Now in the last couple of services, we’ve had Matthew’s parables of wheat, weeds, seeds, 
and yeast and all the growth and good things that come from God.  So the Kingdom of God like 
the yeast, you’ll remember not just causing the bread to rise but enough to feed hundreds.  And 
now one chapter later Matthew has brilliantly moved from parables to practicals you could say.  
 

With a miracle like this there can be two opposing extremes as to how to interpret it: ‘Don’t 
bother trying to explain this miracle away in any way, shape or form – it’s a miracle.  Jesus was 
God’s Son: of course, he could feed everybody there with five loaves and two fish: God can do 
what God likes’  The other extreme view is to say: ‘Well, of course it’s impossible to simply create 
out of thin air enough food to go round: that’s not how God works within this world of natural 
and physical laws.  So what probably really happened is that the loaves and the fish were brought 
out, and when the people saw Jesus and the disciples sharing their food, they were inspired to 
share too, and so there was enough to go round.  That’s the real miracle”.  The problem is: neither 
of those two extremes is particularly satisfactory.  One takes a rather fundamentalist approach 
to scripture: well, it happened, and that’s all there is to it.  The other wants only a ‘this-world’ 
explanation for what happened.  Both extremes suffer from the same problem: they focus only 
on: ‘how did he do it?’  – and so miss the underlying meaning in what we are being told 1.   
 

The Four Gospel writers included this miracle for a reason, and at least a part of that reason is to 
simply show who Jesus was; if we can understand their intention, it will help us understand who 
Jesus is for us today.  
 

 The abundance of bread recalls the great act of deliverance in the Exodus, when manna from 
heaven feeds the Israelites’ hunger, with much leftover besides.   

 Like Moses, Jesus is also shown to be leading people across water, a great multitude, sitting 
them down and feeding them.  Jesus is the new Moses – the one who provides for those who 
are hungry in body or Spirit.   

 In 2 Kings Elisha feeds a hundred with barley and grain in a time of famine and hardship with 
plenty to spare.   
 

The ‘Feeding of the 5000’ (and let’s not forget if this Gospel was written in the 21st Century you’d 
hope the women and the children would be included in the numbers!) shows Jesus not just to be 
a good man who has compassion for those in need around him with a gift for helping people 
share their packed lunch; nor just as a miracle-worker who clicked his fingers in ways that defied 
rational explanation, but as a man who, for Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, is greater than the 
Law, greater than the Prophets, greater than anyone: God’s very own Son among us. 
 

And that means, for you and I today, that life is lived in the knowledge that God’s love for this 
world is profound, extraordinary, and surpasses both expectation and imagination.  That the 
Kingdom Jesus spoke of, somehow with Jesus became more of a reality.  And that wherever 
bread is broken, peace is shared, fellowship gathered, and community strengthened, a little of 
God’s kingdom becomes even more real.  In the days we live in, we can play our part in this 
incredible kingdom Matthew expresses so wonderfully.  A kingdom in which all people are loved 
and cherished by God…and one day, by their neighbour too.  Let’s just make sure we count the 
women and children next time! 
 

1 For more on this read the excellent Jeffrey John book ‘The Meaning in the Miracles’, 2001 London: SCM Press.   


