\ | 4 EMMANUEL CHURCH — WORSHIP FOR 19™ JULY 2020

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 19" July.
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.

Welcome and Opening Prayer:

Lord, we gather and we pause to think about your world: such a beautiful place.
We want everything to be perfect, but we accept it is far from that.

So, bring us together to learn from you how to be your presence in the world,
how to create a right environment and be fruitful for you in all we do.

Keep us always watchful and prayerful. AMEN.

Reading: Matthew 13:24-30 ‘The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat’

*4 Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; *> but while everybody was asleep, an
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2° So when
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. >’ And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed
in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 2 He answered, “An enemy
has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather
them?” 9 But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. 3° Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time | will tell the reapers, “Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

Address: ‘The Kingdom Field’

Prayers for God’s World and the Lord’s Prayer:

Pray for the workers in the field, who sow and tend and harvest the food we eat,
and for those struggling to make a living from the land.
For those in far-away places and those in our shops in Eastbourne living the here and now.

Pray for the workers in the field, who stand in solidarity with the poor,
and who work with them to make the world a fairer place.
For those who have lost work, lost jobs, lost hope, and who need our love and generosity.

Pray for the workers in the field, who support the lives we lead, here and around the world,
and particularly for those who teach and nurture, those who heal and bless us.
For those who serve our communities with love.

Pray for the workers in the field, who spread the good news of the gospel,
For churches of all shapes and sizes, that God’s word will lead us in all we do.

And pray for ourselves, that love will always be present

whether we are basking in the wheat, or struggling in the weeds.
For we know God our heavenly Creator, our heavenly Father, will always tenderly watch over
us. InJesus’ name we pray. AMEN.

Blessing:  May the love and power of God go with us today and every day. And may the
blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, AMEN.
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Address: ‘The Kingdom Field’

The comedian Tim Vine is known for his one-liners, and how fast he delivers them too - it’s rapid
fire, one after the other. | gather he once held the world record for the number of jokes told in
an hour - 499! That’s even more than in my services! My favourite one of his is: ‘| decided to
sell my Hoover. Well, it was just collecting dust.” Matthew 13 is crammed with parables one after
the other. Parables about wheat, weeds, fishing, yeast, mustard seed, treasure, pearls. One after
the other bang, bang bang! Of course, it’s impossible to know if Jesus delivered these parables
quite in this rapid-fire way, or if Matthew has collected them together into one section — though
| think this is more likely — but it gives a speed and a dynamism to Jesus’ teaching.

Parables are a very effective teaching tool for Jesus — they demand some interpretation and
thought. It’s often the case, too, that different interpretations can be possible, and sometimes
even equally valid. In this parable about the wheat and the weeds, the wheat seems to be
straightforward: it’s God’s word, it’s good things, it’s love and life lived closely with God. The
weeds seem obvious: they’re everything that hinders love, prevents good things, stifles

generosity or peace or causes harm. So far so good.
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\L'fj L world - a world which then so often ignores calls to love one another, forgive each
J other - and all that beauty of God’s word in Christ is lost in the hate. ‘Black Lives
Matter’ has meant for our whole world an opportunity to look at the realities of racism and the
way in which it infects populations around the world. The field of which Jesus speaks could
indeed be the whole world around us.

| wonder what the field itself, though, is meant to be. It could be the world - God’s
word placed out there in his creation. God’s love is shown by Jesus Christ to the

Or the field could mean the Church - with a capital ‘C’ of course — God’s Church,
people responding to God’s call to worship, to pray, to care, and to share the love of
God in every possible way. But, if the field is the Church then the parable is a stark
warning: instead of the image of crops growing, wheat rising, good things coming
and nourishment, the bread of life being available for all, what might this say about
the Church? Weeds might then be disunity, a narrow Gospel, tendency to be inward-
looking, or to exclude rather than welcome people. There’s a good case indeed for the field
representing the Church, Matthew was thought to be writing to an early Christian community.
He often presents Jesus’ teaching in a way that suggests a concern for how a persecuted and
isolated few could cope in very difficult times. There’s undoubtedly a risk at the moment that
churches under huge pressure - financially, their fellowships, their togetherness — lose sight of
their mission: to embody God’s kingdom in a shared life of witness, worship, and compassion.
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Of course, the other option is that the field is a person — me, you, anyone. By this interpretation
I’m the one in whom God’s word is sown, who receives God’s love in my life, and try and live in
this grace - but selfishness, or arrogance, or self-righteousness, or sin get in the way. That’s a
sobering perspective on Jesus’ words for sure! There’s no doubt farmers and gardeners would
raise their eyebrows at the strategy proposed for the wheat and the weeds in this parable -
letting them grow together fully side by side! Who would do that? When the weeds come you
clear them away to let the good stuff grow — even | know that, and | barely know a buddleia from
a buttercup! Maybe in this sense the parable reminds us of free will too — we’re gifted the right
to choose how we live, whether we’re kind, cruel, generous, intolerant, caring — and we need to
be careful - literally full of care — to make sure that the goodness of God within us is never stifled.
But by God’s grace, he’ll help us recognize all that’s good, and so enable us to grow.



