
EMMANUEL CHURCH – WORSHIP FOR 12TH JULY 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 12th July. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Opening Words: based on Lamentations 3:22-23 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases!  We praise you for your nature of infinite love. 
The Lord’s mercies never come to an end!   Thanks be to God for his forgiveness and grace. 
His mercies are new every morning!  We praise you that in you all things are made new.  
Great is your faithfulness!  Thanks be to God that you hold us and will never let us go.  AMEN.  

 

Reading:  Deuteronomy 7: 1, 5-8 ‘Advice for a Chosen People’ 
 

1 When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, and 
he clears away many nations before you…5 this is how you must deal with them: break down 
their altars, smash their pillars, hew down their sacred poles, and burn their idols with 
fire. 6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you out 
of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7 It was not because you 
were more numerous than any other people that the Lord set his heart on you and chose you 
– for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 It was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath 
that he swore to your ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

 

Address: ‘Toppling Statues, Building Love’   
 

Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Creator of this world and all its people, we know all things are held in your hands.    
We celebrate the work of your Spirit encouraging people the world over to work for justice 
and peace, to speak for the voiceless and always to anticipate that the best is yet to come. 
 

If, however, we have driven a wedge between piety and peace-making, erected a wall 
between prayer and politics, associated the purposes of heaven with only the gentler 
things of earth – GOD OF JUSTICE, SHOW YOURSELF. 
 

If we have offered to false gods the devotion you alone deserve; if we have dismissed the 
Gospel as irrelevant to the world – GOD OF JUSTICE, SHOW YOURSELF. 
 

If we have dumbed down your Word and domesticated your Spirit because we wanted an 
easier faith and a tamer dove – GOD OF JUSTICE, SHOW YOURSELF. 
  
Wherever the poor are endangered, the sick are neglected, prisoners are refused 
redemption, and strangers among us are suspected – GOD OF JUSTICE, SHOW YOURSELF. 
 

Wherever in our world, the lust for profit undermines the longing for peace; or the greed 
for power overrides the need for fairness – GOD OF JUSTICE, SHOW YOURSELF. 
 

We pray in Jesus’ name and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
  

Blessing:   May the love and power of God go with us today and every day.   
  And may the blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  
  be with us all, evermore, AMEN. 
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Address: ‘Toppling Statues, Building Love’   
 

Deuteronomy 7 is a really difficult chapter to read or hear in the Bible.  It can be a dangerous 
thing whenever anyone uses ellipses: ‘…’ to hide a sentence or text.  Feel free to go back and 
look at the section I have missed out – which seems to give the Israelites the mandate to go and 
invade the land ahead of them, wreak devastation, take no prisoners, and show no mercy.  Well 
now I have told you what it said, I might as well have left it in the reading!  It’s tricky isn’t it – a 
part of the Bible which seems to legitimise war, occupation, and destroying other cultures and 
possessions?  Now of course we read this today with an awareness of the cultural differences 
involved; a sense of an ancient tribal people making a claim that there are not many gods but 
one God, while at the same time recognizing the Israelites as having been a fearful, oppressed 
and struggling people.  We would also qualify some of these verses with other parts of the 
Hebrew Bible: ‘Thou shalt not kill’ (Exodus 20:13) and the Gospels, Jesus saying: ‘Love your enemy’ 
(Matthew 5:44).  Still a very difficult passage though, however its qualified.  
 

What do we do with things from the past which make us 
uncomfortable?  Words that are unpalatable even after a great deal 
of explaining?  Which pages would we rip out of our books?  Which 

books would we ban from our libraries?  What 
about images and idols which cause 
embarrassment when we’re confronted with 
what lies behind them?  Slave-trader Edward Colston’s statue was tipped 
unceremoniously into the harbour and few complained (see image above).  
Cecil Rhodes’ statue at Oriel College, Oxford is now subject to an Independent 
Commission of Inquiry, which will decide whether stays or goes (see image left 
– and note the mesh covering the figure!).  What do we do with the bits of the 
Bible that cause us to squirm in discomfort?  Psalm 137:9 being a case in point!   

 

At the risk of opening a can or worms it’s not possible for me to close, I want to suggest a 
Christian approach to these events taking place.  Firstly, as Christians we are called by God to 
confess sin and all that separates us from God’s love and God’s justice.  That means you and I 
having to be open to some very difficult conversations with those who have been victims of 
injustice.  It means being open to sin which may lie in our collective past which needs to be 
acknowledged and dealt with in order for healing to take place.  Also relevant here is the sense 
that we should confess the sins which have been committed by us – as a nation, as a people, 
historically maybe, and others now.  We have sinned, and we need to be open in learning how, 
as well as understanding the consequences of that sin which has ramifications even today. 
 

Secondly, I would also suggest we need to be wary of living under the misapprehension that 
removing a statue is all we need to do.  That doesn’t, in itself, achieve a great deal, no matter 
who is depicted or what they have done.  I remember Saddam Hussein’s statue being toppled in 
Baghdad in 2003.  But Iraq remains a deeply unstable and volatile country.  So whether a statue 
comes down by the hand of an angry crowd or by a resolution of a committee, the work dealing 
with the problems – usually highly complex – remains.   So beware a quick fix: removing a statue 
doesn’t necessarily eradicate the sin – if we’re not careful it might just mean an empty plinth.   
 

Finally, in these concerns we have work to do in sharing a Gospel of love - and I think work is the 
right word here.  We have to work not only to change the world by the love of God, but to be 
prepared to be challenged and changed ourselves by the love of God.   If we are transformed into 
people more open, honest, and loving – then the world may see more peace, justice, and joy.    


