
EMMANUEL CHURCH – MORNING WORSHIP 5TH JULY 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 5th July. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Opening  ‘The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the  
Scripture:  heavens; by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the 

dew.  My child, do not let these escape from your sight: keep sound wisdom and 
prudence, and they will be life for your soul.’ (Proverbs 3:19-22) 

 

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving: 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we, your unworthy servants, give you most humble and hearty thanks  
for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all people.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, for the hope of glory. 
  

Give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts,  
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips but in our lives,  
by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,  
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 

Reading:  Matthew 11:16-19 ‘The Fickleness of the Crowd’ 
 

16 “Now, to what can I compare the people of this day?  They are like children sitting in the 
marketplace. One group shouts to the other, 17 ‘We played wedding music for you, but you 
wouldn’t dance!  We sang funeral songs, but you wouldn’t cry!’  18 When John came, he fasted 
and drank no wine, and everyone said, ‘He has a demon in him!’  19 When the Son of Man came, 
he ate and drank, and everyone said, ‘Look at this man!  He is a glutton and wine drinker, a friend 
of tax collectors and other outcasts!’ God’s wisdom, however, is shown to be true by its 
results.” 

 

Address: ‘Being True to God’  
 

Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Loving Lord, you have called us to follow you as disciples,  
in our life together and as individuals, through worship, prayer 
and mission.  Be with us as we seek to live this call.   
Give us the strength and enthusiasm to live the life you have called us to live.  Help us as we 
seek to care for and nurture people, as we challenge areas of injustice that we find, and as we 
seek to serve you in our service of other people. 
Be with those who are bereaved, sick, sad, or alone.   
Be with all who nurture, care, nurse, and minister; all who lead, manage and support. 
In all that we speak, think, and say: be with us Lord, 
so that the people we meet and serve will not see us, but will see you in us.  
We do all that we do for you, Holy and life-giving Lord.  Amen.   
  

Blessing:  May the love and power of God go with us today and always.  And may the blessing… 
 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession both adapted from © 2003 The URC Worship Book, published by The United Reformed Church, London.  Address © 2020 Paul 
Tabraham.   All images freely available online.  All material within this order of worship is reproduced by permission under CCL 1226356  
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Address: ‘Being True to God’ 
 

On the 23rd June we had the 92nd and last Daily Downing 
Street Press Conference of the coronavirus outbreak.  
It’s almost a shame they just missed out on a century!   
Apparently, Health Secretary Matt Hancock presented 
most of these – 26 in total, followed by Boris Johnson 
on 16, Dominic Raab did 12, and nine other ministers did between 3-6 each – I wonder how they 
decided who would do each one?  If you watched these, did you have a favourite representative?  
Someone you felt you could understand, relate to, or whose approach you found most relevant 
and competent?  Out of respect for the full political spectrum of views at Emmanuel I’m not going 
to tell you exactly what I thought – but you can email me separately if you want to know!! 
 

In fairness to our politicians and the scientific advisors who were such a feature of our lives for 
those three months, I do think in general we have high expectations of people in the public eye.  
We want our leaders to be serious and focused, yet light-hearted and able to see the bigger 
picture.  We want our leaders to be ordinary people just like us, but preferably highly educated, 
highly qualified, and highly experienced.  We want our leaders to be ‘of the people’ and like us, 
yet also larger-than-life, charismatic, and with high standards of integrity.  Whether it’s 
government ministers, church ministers, or almost any other public figure, they’re sure to delight 
some but disappoint others – because everyone’s expectations and preferences differ.  
 

This little piece of Matthew’s Gospel illustrates how Jesus deals with exactly this problem.  He 
compares the people to being like little children complaining. John the Baptist – an ascetic 
straight out of the desert – wild honey, wild hair and all – and the people complained and said he 
was just weird.  Jesus eats and drinks with tax-collectors and lepers and fishermen and the people 
accuse him of pandering to the crowd and befriending sinners.  Jesus is clearly irritated by the 
fickle crowd.  He tells them: instead of getting hung up on things that don’t matter, better to pay 
attention to what does: wisdom, truth, signs of God’s kingdom in their midst.  Good advice for us 
too – when we find ourselves being turned off by a politician, a journalist, a preacher, or whoever 
– we’d be far better off making sure we’re listening to the heart of what is being said to us. 
 

Jesus says: ‘God’s wisdom…is shown to be true by its results.’ (Matthew 11:19b).  He’s right, of 
course, and actually rather than apply this to other figures, I think it applies to us too.  Would we 
want someone to dismiss us, what we say and do, on the basis of our age, gender, or the way we 
look?  Of course not!  The love and compassion being shown at the moment from so many at 
church to their neighbours and friends, which continues to be a blessing – is intrinsically valuable 
and worthy.  We’d never want anyone to judge us, reject us, because of some random and 
relatively unimportant factor.  (The less said about wild hair at the moment the better – though 
the hairdressers are opening up now!).  And it applies to those in authority too – the truth is 
important – especially when lives are at stake. 
 

Paul wrote in his Second Letter to the Corinthians ‘We are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us’ (2 Corinthians 5:20).  Let’s not forget this. You and I carry God’s 
message of peace for those who have none; comfort for those who are troubled; justice for those 
who are oppressed, and love for this world God cares so passionately for.  Just as John the Baptist 
and then Jesus, showed God’s kingdom in different ways, in different styles, and with a different 
impact, may we show God’s kingdom by the words we speak and the lives we lead.  We may 
delight some and disappoint others, but if we love what God loves – his creation, his people – 
then we will be true to the one who calls us to serve him: Jesus Christ our Lord.  


