
EMMANUEL CHURCH – MORNING WORSHIP 28TH JUNE 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 28th June. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Call to Worship:  Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, for in you I put my trust. 
(Psalm 143:8-10)  Teach me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 
  Save me, O Lord, from my enemies; I have fled to you for refuge. 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.   Let your good spirit lead me on a level path.   

 

Prayer of Approach: God our Maker, Star-giver, warm us.   
(by Ruth Burgess)   God in Jesus, storyteller, call us. 
     God the Holy Spirit, traveller, caress us. 
   God of all our nights and days, lead us and bless us. 
 

Reading:  Matthew 10:40-42 ‘Rewards for the Disciples’ 
 

40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones in the name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’ 

 

Address: ‘Heavenly Rewards’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession followed by the Lord’s Prayer:    
 

Gracious God, you created us, you know us, and you love us.   
So this day we bring before you all that we need, long-for, hope for, 
And all that we fear, brings us concern, and causes us grief. 
 

Our world is afflicted by virus and sickness, with many in great need, and some close to death. 
Our world is infected by racism and all the inequalities we have created and perpetuate. 
We hoard resources, hide rewards, and deny basic necessities to those in need.  
BY YOUR GRACE, MAY WE LOVE AND CARE FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
ACROSS THE GLOBE, AND SEE CHRIST JESUS OUR SAVIOUR IN EACH ONE.    
 

We pray that you would bless your Church with humility and understanding,  
with fellowship and a sense of purpose, that we may be a people united in faith,  
and renewed in desire to welcome everyone in any way we can.   
BY YOUR GRACE, MAY WE LOVE AND CARE FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
WITHIN AND BEYOND YOUR CHURCH, AND SEE CHRIST JESUS OUR GATHERER IN EACH ONE.    
 

And we pray for ourselves and those whom we know are in great need. 
For some have lost jobs, pay, or their careers.  Some have lost mobility, health, or their sense. 
Some have lost friends, family, or their soul-mate.  Some have lost their lives on this earth. 
BY YOUR GRACE, MAY WE LOVE AND CARE FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
WHATEVER THEIR NEED, AND SEE CHRIST JESUS OUR BROTHER IN EACH ONE.    
 

We offer you these, our prayers, in the knowledge that your love will always surround us, 
inspire us, and one day, will bring us home.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  AMEN.     

 

Blessing:  May the love and power of God go with us today and always.  And may the blessing… 
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Address: ‘Heavenly Rewards’ 
 

At the start of Chapter 10 of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus calls the disciples together, gets ready to 
send them on their way, and prepares them for all that they will face.  I can’t help but feel a little 
bit sorry for the disciples as they are being sent out.  Jesus pulls no punches at all and by this 
point in Chapter 10 he has already told them: ‘I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of 
wolves’ (v.16); ‘when they persecute you in one town, flee to the next!’ (v.23).  Jesus even tells 
them they’ll be treated worse than he has been: ‘If the head of the family is called Beelzebul, the 
members of the family will be called even worse names!’ (v.25).   (I’m reminded of the drill sergeant 
in Stanley Kubrick’s Full Metal Jacket who pulls no punches in telling his raw recruit marines what 
they will face when they go to war: separation, suffering, and for some of them, death).   So at 
least now, at the end of the chapter they get some encouragement from Jesus – that there are 
some good things and rewards awaiting them too.  Some now, some even after life on earth. 
 

All religions need to be careful about how they deal with the concept of heaven, the afterlife, 
particularly when rewards are mentioned in relation to actions in life.  You and I could list 
examples of appalling acts undertaken with someone committing violence and even murder 
somehow with the promise of a reward at the end of it all.   Religion is usually only one factor in 
such tragedies, but there’s no doubt bad theology can be warped and misused to grim effect.  
You and I may not know exactly what happens after life on this earth comes to an end – no-one 
does – but if God is love, if God is peace, if in God we have not just our beginning but our end too, 
then we must speak about eternal life or heaven in those terms. 
 

In Dante’s Divine Comedy, in the last book Paradiso, Dante is taken on a tour of heaven.  And in 
heaven itself there are nine spheres going up in levels: the higher 
the sphere, the more worthy the person.  So, for example, the first 
sphere of heavens is for the ‘Inconstants’ – those who wavered in 
their faith, but the fourth sphere is for the ‘Wise’.  By the time you 
get all the way up to the eighth floor, er, sphere, it’s for those who 
lived by ‘Faith, Hope and Love’; the ninth for the angels alone.  Now, 
if heaven was like that, you and I would be wracked with anxiety 
and guilt, condemned to a life continually fearing inadequacy and 
weakness, always panicking about falling short and what final level 
we’ll be rewarded with.  I’d be worried about making the first one! 
 

I don’t believe God condemns us to a life like that – for Jesus time and again in words and deeds 
reveals God’s grace for us here and now.  We don’t try and live lives of justice and peace, lives 
that are honest, caring and welcoming, to try and earn our way to heaven – or up a higher rung.  
No!  We try and live worthy lives because we have already received the grace of God in our lives.  
Because we are loved from the moment of our birth, because God is ever-present, because only 
God has the power to show us who we really are.  These few verses in Matthew’s Gospel are a 
wonderful reminder to the disciples they have a reward: the love of God in their lives 
now and forever.  And even someone doing the smallest and easiest act of hospitality 
– giving a cup of water to one in need – even they are precious and rewarded in God’s 
sight and have their place with God forever.  
 

Jesus doesn’t promise the disciples they’ll have an easy ride – when is life ever like that?  But he 
does promise them that God will be with them wherever they go, whatever they do in God’s 
name, and no matter what they face.  There is no exam to sit to get to heaven.  There is only the 
love and grace of God on which we all depend.  Let’s live our lives in light of that most amazing 
gift, and let’s love and care for others in God’s world as we are called, and blessed, to do.  

‘Paradiso’ by Bartolomeu Velho, a 16th 
century Portuguese cosmographer  


