
EMMANUEL CHURCH – MORNING WORSHIP 14TH JUNE 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 14th June. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Call to Worship:  ‘Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his temple; praise him in the heavens! 
(from Psalm 150) Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!   
  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!            
   

Opening Prayer:    We come before you, gracious God, JUST AS WE ARE. 
We come with our weaknesses and our vulnerabilities. 
We come with our fears and apprehensions.  
We come with faith and doubt.  We come to offer and receive. 
WE COME TO YOU, THE KING OF LOVE – IN THE NAME  
OF YOUR SON, AND IN THE POWER OF YOUR SPIRIT.  AMEN. 
 

Reading:  Matthew 10:1-8 ‘The Mission of the Twelve’ 
  

1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son 
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed 
him. 
 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As 
you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without 
payment. 

 

Address: ‘Mission: Impossible’ – a reflection for Methodist Homes Sunday 

 

Prayers for Our World, Ourselves, and The Lord’s Prayer:  Can be offered here aloud or in silence.    
 

Loving God, we offer these prayers to you in light of all we have received; 
in light of your marvellous love shown to us; in light of your deep connection to your creation. 
 

We pray for our brothers and sisters who hurt in body, mind and spirit.   For… 
We pray for our neighbours who are experiencing separation or grief.    For… 
We pray for our friends who are struggling to find hope, faith or comfort.   For… 
We pray for all who care: in hospitals, hospices, care homes and homes.   For MHA and… 
We pray for those whose names we will never know, whose needs we will never fully 
understand, but whose cause gives us deep concern for the people of this world.   
 

Loving God, we offer these prayers to you in light the gifts we might give to others; 
in light of who we can be when we live as people full of grace;  
in the light of the love of Christ.  AMEN. 

 

Closing Words:    ‘We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord:  
(Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000))          to care for all, without reserve, and spread his liberating Word.’    
 

Blessing:  May God’s blessing dwell with each one of us today and to eternity.  AMEN. 
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Address: ‘Mission: Impossible’ – a reflection for Methodist Homes Sunday 
 

Do you remember the opening music for Mission: Impossible?   You must know it – whether you 
are old enough to remember the original series in the Sixties, or the more recent films starring 
Tom Cruise…or whether you remember a certain beer advert with a squirrel undertaking a 
remarkable obstacle course in a back garden.  You know the one: “Da, Da, Daah-Da…”!!  It was 
written by an Argentinian composer for the series Lalo Schifrin and has been used many times!   
 

I wonder whether this piece of music would be a good backdrop to that passage from Matthew’s 
Gospel.  The Twelve have to: ‘proclaim the good news…cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons’ and not only that but ‘without payment’ (Matthew 10:7-8)!  Even allowing 
for a little hyperbole on Matthew’s part, it would seem that these twelve ordinary people are 
being given a massive task, a huge responsibility.  Could you even say it’s ‘Mission: Impossible’?   
 

Sometimes we can be faced with tasks which seem impossible, unachievable, or incredibly 
difficult.  For example, how can we cure or vaccinate against the coronavirus?  How do we 
balance the need to preserve life on the one hand, with the economy and all the other health 
conditions which need to be dealt with on the other?  We could save lives from the virus but more 
people pass away from other illness if not identified – and this is true for physical and mental 
health illness.  Perhaps we, with our 21st Century problems, can draw comfort from how Jesus 
tasked the Twelve.  In this chapter, he calls them together, he gives them instructions, and he 
sends them with his authority.  There is nothing that you and I do in Jesus’ name which is wasted 
or pointless, or futile.  Every act of loving kindness, every piece of good news we share – all of it 
has value and brings something of God’s kingdom to fruition in the lives of those whom we touch 
in some way great or small. 

 

Today is Methodist Homes Sunday: MHA support nearly 20,000 people in 
care homes and in the community, with about 11,000 staff and 
volunteers.  Of course, they’re not going to suddenly cure every single 
illness, heal every disability, prevent every death.  But in Jesus’ name 
they will be acting as his disciples bringing healing in the form of relief 
from pain and distress and loneliness.  Promoting independence and 

showing compassion.  You ask them if showing loving kindness and care is impossible and not 
worth trying!   For God all things are possible, and in Jesus Christ has made the greatest miracle 
possible – for every open heart: there is freedom from sin, freedom from suffering, freedom from 
death – because of a deeper assurance that we can never be separated from the love of God.  
 

There is something rather beautiful about how this piece of Matthew’s Gospel ends – the way 
Jesus says to the Twelve not to accept payment for what they will do.  Jesus reminds the Twelve: 
what they have freely received, they then pass on.  It gives a sense of something of the love of 
God flowing from Jesus, to the disciples, and then out into the world.   And if this is God’s grace 
at work – then how could there be a sense of having earned the love of God, being entitled to it, 
or being paid to share it.  Don’t worry, I’m not making a point here about pay grades for anyone 
here, or furloughing or anything like it!  The point is that the disciples share what they have 
received.  God’s grace begins this work in the life of Christ and it continues to flow. 
 

You and I are called to share what we have freely received.  To share in a mission which is to 
declare the good news of forgiveness for wrong, equality for all, justice for the 
wronged, fairness for those who’ve been denied, and healing for those who 
are hurting.  This is God’s kingdom coming near; this is God’s Spirit at work 
among us.  God’s love in Jesus Christ makes this mission – ‘Mission: Possible’.     


