
EMMANUEL CHURCH – MORNING WORSHIP 17TH MAY 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 17th May. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Gathering Words:  To those who are called, who are beloved in God the Father and kept safe  
(Jude 1-2) for Jesus Christ: May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance.  AMEN. 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, we come before you, drawn by the power of your welcoming love. 
We come with our sorrows and joys. 
We come with our expectations and apprehensions. 
We come with what we have done.  We come as who we are. 
In your love we find peace and hope.  AMEN. 

 

 Spirit of truth, as we come before you, draw near to us.   
 Unite us into the body of Christ and enable us to worship this and every day. 

Spirit of truth, COME AND ABIDE IN US.  AMEN. 
 

Reading:  John 14: 15-21 ‘The Promise of the Holy Spirit’ 
 

15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
 

18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.’ 
 

Address: ‘Defining the Spirit’ (see overleaf)  
 

Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer:   
 

Loving God, we pray for all in need of help in this world:  
those in need of work, money, or shelter; those in need of release from addiction; 
those in need of healing or a welcome; those in need of friends.   
MAY YOUR SPIRIT HELP EACH ABUNDANTLY, BY YOUR POWER AND YOUR GRACE. 
 

Loving God, we pray for all in need of truth in this world:  
those whose integrity fails them when they mislead and deceive others;  
those who deny justice to those who are entitled to it;  
those who reject others on grounds of gender, sexuality, age, disability or race. 
MAY YOUR SPIRIT LEAD US FROM PREJUDICE AND FALSHOOD, BY YOUR POWER AND GRACE. 
 

Loving God, we pray for ourselves, that we might bring comfort to your world.  
by caring for one another, mourning with one another, loving one another. 
MAY YOUR SPIRIT EQUIP US FOR ALL WE NEED, ALL BY YOUR POWER AND GRACE.    AMEN. 
 

Blessing: Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without 
(Jude 24-25) blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Saviour,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority,  
before all time and now and for ever.  AMEN.  

  

Opening Prayers adapted from © 2002-2020, ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  ‘Renewal’ © 2014 Frances Young ‘God’s Presence’, C.U. Press.  Address 
and other Prayers © 2020 Paul Tabraham.  All material within this order of worship is reproduced by permission under CCL 1226356  

http://www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk/


Address: ‘Defining the Spirit’   
 

We’ve got several lawyers in our congregation, so I’ve got to be very careful about what I say 
here about advocates.  I could find myself at best in the wrong, and at worst, in court – I shall 
be careful!   
 

In this Bible passage for today the NRSV translates the Greek word ‘παράκλητος’ or ‘paraclete’ 
– as ‘Advocate’.  It’s an interesting word to choose.  When I hear the word ‘advocate’ the hairs 
on the back of my neck rise slightly (and they are quite long now) because I remember back in 
the day I used to be in court a great deal.  Advocates could be pretty fierce in their defence of 
a position, or could go on the attack just as easily.  Advocates today in our legal system have a 
job to do, and in my experience, they just get on and do it.  Maybe I should have chosen another 
version of this reading this morning!   I suppose I could have gone with one of these instead:  
 

 Good News Bible – ‘Helper’ 
 New International Version – ‘Spirit of Truth’ 
 King James Bible – ‘Comforter’ 

 

Hmmm, I think I prefer these!  I rather like the idea of God’s Spirit being one of truth, a help, a 
comfort.  In future maybe I should stick with these.  (Note to self, avoid NRSV at Pentecost!) 
 

Actually, where this leads, is to the conclusion that not only is it very difficult to find a good 
translation for something that describes the work of the Holy Spirit, but actually, maybe we 
shouldn’t even try to.  The Holy Spirit is how we describe God at work in the world now, in us 
now, and actually aren’t we all different and actually need God to be at work in us in different 
ways?   Some of us need a helper – someone who can get us 
through the day, encouraging and guiding us in our decisions and 
plans.  Some of us need truth in our lives: truth to sift through the 
mass of information flooding our way about the coronavirus and 
our pathway out of the crisis.  Some of us need comfort: at 
Emmanuel we’re mourning the loss (most recently) of Edith, Mary, 
Ron, Hugh and David n – and others beside too.  Yet God knows 
our needs even before we are aware of them: God is ready to give 
us what we need.  Not what we want, or even what we think we 
might need – but to bless us with a deeper love that will see us 
through any situation we face.    
 

These different translations for the Spirit are starting to make 
sense.  Perhaps, too, it’s a reminder that it is not just people whose 
needs differ from one another, but it is also I who am different day 
to day.  Weeks into lockdown, I have periods of optimism, activity, 
peace, thanksgiving; other times I feel anxiety, disconnected, 
under-used and over-troubled.  It would be a partial and indeed 
inadequate Spirit that only was there for me on certain days, or in 
certain moods.  God’s Spirit is not like that because God is not like 
that.  God is present no matter what, and God’s Spirit is a source of 
grace and blessing.  Read this poem ‘Renewal’ by Frances Young 
aloud and as slowly as you can.  What a beautiful expression of the 
work of God’s Spirit!  Clumsy definitions restricted by language and 
translation perhaps best give way to expressions in music, art, and 
poetry.  God is here: his Spirit is with us, and will be always.  AMEN.  

‘Renewal’ 
 

Well of water deep 
Source of joy untapped 

Dry anxiety 
Energy all sapped 

 

River running full 
overflow of love 

Flood of power and peace 
Pouring from above 

 

Fountain welling up 
Melody within 

Spring of life and hope 
Flushing out our sin. 

 

Water of the Spirit 
Baptism of fire 

Swelling seas uprise 
Praises to inspire. 

 

Pool reflecting light 
Image of God’s face 
Well of water deep 

Source of joy and grace. 
 

(Frances Young) 

 


