
EMMANUEL CHURCH – MORNING WORSHIP 10TH MAY 2020 
 

Make some space at home to read and pray through the following, if possible, on the morning of Sunday 10th May. 
If you are able, watch this small service via the Emmanuel Church website: www.emmanueleastbourne.org.uk.   

 

Gathering Words:  Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith,  
(Ephesians 6:23-24) from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, you are the rock of our lives. 
Your strength sustains us.  Your power delivers us.  Your mercy brings forgiveness to us. 
We come to you in adoration, praising you that our whole life is in your hands 
– held, sustained, protected. 
Glory be to you, merciful Lord, glory, honour, majesty and worship, 
in the name of your Son, our Redeemer.  AMEN.  

 

Reading:  John 14: 1-14 ‘Jesus the Way to the Father’  
 

1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling-places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  4 And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.’  5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we 
know the way?’  6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to 
the Father except through me.  7 If you know me, you will know my Father also.  From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.’ 
 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’  9 Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”?  10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works.  11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  12 Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father.  13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it. 

 

Address: ‘The Way, the Truth, the Life’ (see overleaf)  
 

Prayers: (in the spaces, be still with God and pray for those who come to mind) 
 

Loving Lord, you are our way, our truth, our life.  And so today we bring before you, 
 the worries of the world around us …  
  the NHS workers, carers, and all those who fulfil essential tasks for our benefit … 
   the people known to us, loved by us, and who are in need … 
Loving Lord, bring to all we have remembered today and held in our hearts, something of 
your healing and your hope.  May your life be seen in our lives, to your glory forever.  AMEN. 
 

Blessing: The Lord bless you and keep you;  
(Number 6:24-26) the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.   AMEN. 
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Address: ‘The Way, the Truth, the Life’ 
 

Some people have too much time on their hands – and it shows.  In recent weeks  
haven’t there been some ridiculous ideas proposed for the cause of the coronavirus? 
  That it’s caused by 5G mobile phone technology…even though this is scientifically untrue.  That it’s been created by Greta Thunberg and climate-change activists to reduce travel.  That the spread has been encouraged by makers of hand-sanitizers, to boost sales. 

 

It makes our scientific and political leaders’ jobs so much harder when time has to be spent 
debunking myths and setting out what is known to be the truth.  If I wanted to, I could go 
further about absurd ideas proposed for treatments of sufferers of the virus.  However, 
enough airtime is given to such nonsense as sunlight, bleach, bananas etc so I’ll stop there.  
 

Fortunately, we are blessed by some phenomenally clever and hard-working people identifying 
all that needs to be known to find a vaccine, and you and I can retain our hope that at some 
point there will be a way forward identified that will mean we can go back to normality. 
 

In the Fourth Gospel, Jesus makes that famous statement: ‘I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life’.  It’s a stunning claim to make – an utterly complete one, leaving no room for other 
possibilities, solutions or options: Jesus is the One. 
 

It says something about AUTHORITY – putting Jesus and God on an equal footing.  The Hebrew 
scriptures spoke of ‘Yahweh’ a name almost beyond definition, but in Exodus 3:14 God says his 
name means ‘I AM what I AM’.   John’s readers notice Jesus saying: “I AM” again and again in 
the Gospel (…the bread, …the light, …the shepherd, …the gate for the sheep…the 
resurrection and the life, …the vine).  When Jesus says “I AM”, this connects the Son with the 
Father, a unity that demands the disciples’ response: Jesus and his heavenly Father are one.  
 

It says something about UNIQUENESS – that in Jesus Christ, God is 
revealed like no-one before nor since.  Jesus is not just a good man, holy 
teacher, wandering mystic or celebrity healer.  Jesus is uniquely God made 
human, and the only one who could possibly bear the sins and suffering of 
this world.  God in Christ demonstrated love and mercy beyond human 
imagination or possibility.  We are not ‘saved’ by our own strength, power, 
knowledge, strength of faith or gifts – but by our humbly acknowledging, 
in our weakness and vulnerability, that Jesus’ love and forgiveness are for 
even you and me.   Jesus says to his followers – to us, too – not to settle 
for anything less than him, and to put our faith and trust in him and him 
alone. 
 

I think there’s a reason why some of this passage is so often read in funerals 
and thanksgiving services.  When Jesus declares ‘I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life’, he is saying something about HOPE too.  John 14:1 
begins with trouble and fear; in 14:5 Thomas (again!) is confused; in v.8 Philip is getting ahead 
of himself once more.  Jesus’ words cut through the doubt and uncertainty, the fear and the 
anxiety, and instead point to a hope in God that is deeper than the troubles of this world.   There 
is a hope in the life Jesus Christ points to that goes beyond the needs we face today or may 
endure tomorrow.   You and I share the same life as anyone – the same joys, worries, decisions, 
consequences, mistakes, successes.  Yet in all these things, our life can be lived fully in light of 
God’s love for the world, expressed in Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God for the unique gift of 
Jesus Christ: God’s very own, given for us, that we may truly belong to God. 

‘The Way of Life’  
by Jonathan Clarke 

in Ely Cathedral 


